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Aprendemos mucho en las clases de Español!
During the third year of Spanish, the curriculum is focused more on grammar and new verb
tenses. By the end of the year, the students will have used three different present tenses, two different
past tenses, the future tense, and the subjunctive mood. They also learn a diverse repertoire of
vocabulary such as family, chores, vacation activities, sports
and bodily injuries, childhood pastimes, nature and natural
phenomena, and tourism. They have written and published
their own short stories. The students will end the year with a
tourism project where they create an ideal vacation for their
family at a Spanish-speaking location.
Spanish IV is offered to students not planning to take
Spanish in college, but wanting to study four years of a
language. The students spend the first semester reviewing and
learning verb tenses. By the end they will have studied 12
different tenses and hopefully have a strong grasp of Spanish grammar and syntax. They are expected
to write in a weekly journal. Second semester is filled with a variety of activities including an art unit
and travel survival skills. The students also translate and cook four
recipes in a foods unit. They travel to the elementary school 8
times in the spring to teach the second graders some basic Spanish.
For their final grade, they will create a personal Spanish portfolio
that illustrates what they have learned over the last four years.
Spanish V is offered as DMACC Intermediate Spanish and the
students have the chance to leave R-S with 8 university credits.
While some of the Spanish 4 and 5 curriculum is similar, the
DMACC class includes a Spanish poetry unit where the kids study
Modernism and the famous poets who were influenced by it. They also study the history of the
Spanish-speaking world and research a historical figure to present to the class. Our over-all focus is
fluency and autonomy. They, too, will teach at the elementary and create a Spanish portfolio at the
end of the year.
During Spring Break of 2018, Roland-Story junior and senior Spanish students will have the
opportunity to take a trip to Spain. The kids will spend eight
days touring Madrid, Toledo, and Barcelona. Activities include
city tours of major sights, paella dinner, flamenco show,
bullfighting lesson, bike tour, mosaic workshop and tapas
dinner. They will be immersed in the Spanish culture—all
while speaking as much Spanish as possible! Interested
students should contact Mrs. Lettow by email.
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Español
¡Saludos de la clase de español! Greetings from Spanish class! We are 5inishing up the
year strong in both the Spanish I and Spanish II classes.
Currently the Spanish I students are working with the family vocabulary and are getting
to know a bit more about the culture of Chile. Later in the unit, students will learn more about
what is typical for families in Spanish-speaking countries, such as how it is more common for
young people to live at home until they are married. In working with our family vocabulary, the
students shared a Google slide presentation that they created about their own families. It was
impressive to see the thought students put into explaining their family trees, whether they were
real or 5ictional!
The Spanish II students have also been working with culture. They recently researched
cultural celebrations and compared them with corresponding celebrations of the United States.
This was a two-part presentation for the students, where they not only presented the
information, but also included their classmates in a
celebration of the event. It was a fun week of
celebrations, including la Navidad (Christmas) and a
Quinceañera (15th birthday party)!
Currently the Spanish II students are working
with travel and vacation vocabulary. That certainly makes us think of the upcoming summer
break, as well as the trip to Spain next year!
In addition to our Spanish classes, we also began a Club de Español that was open to all
high school students. It has helped us to learn more about the culture of the Hispanic people.
We were able to travel to Des Moines to visit the Hispanic Heritage Festival and had the
opportunity to participate in several activities! We also cooked an authentic meal to share,
learned to dance the Bachata, and hosted several other activities during our meetings. Shelby
Hennager designed t-shirts for the club and we will have our 5inal meeting later this month to
celebrate the end of the year!

Norsemen

3

ROLAND-STORY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

June 2017

NEWS FROM MARCHING BAND

The Roland-Story Marching Band has had another great year! The
band performed at all home football games along with several
marching competitions. The marching band received First Place
overall at the Marshalltown Oktemberfest Parade on September
24th and also received First Place overall at the Carroll Band Days
Parade on October 1st. The Color Guard received the Outstanding
Color Guard Award for the eighth straight year at the Carroll Band
Days Parade. Drum Majors for the marching band this year were
Caitlyn Hocraffer, Emily Ruben, and Calli Tystahl. Michaela Rader
was the baton twirler. The Marching Norse will be performing at
the Tulip Time Parade in Pella on Friday, May 5th. Attendance is
expected to be over 125,000 people for the 3-day festival in Pella.

R-S COLOR GUARD

Anika DeWald, Lauren Hansen, and Anne Wilgenbusch performed at the ISDTA solo competition held at
Newton Middle School in November and they all received a
division 1 rating. Lauren Hansen 5inished in 3rd place overall in
Class 1 color guard.
The Roland-Story Color Guard placed 3rd in Class 1 and 9th
overall at the Iowa State Dance/Drill Team Association
Championships team competition held at Hy-Vee Hall in
December. The Color Guard members include: Anika DeWald,
Jade Elliott, Lauren Hansen, Theresa Haskin, Rachel Patton,
Emily Stewart, Kaitlyn Strobl, Josie Thomas, Natalie Tryon, and
Anne Wilgenbusch. The Color Guard instructor is Jennifer
Masemann. Hats off to the R-S Color Guard on another
successful year.

HONOR BAND STUDENTS

Megan Goeders – tuba was selected to the 2017 SCIBA High School Honor Band Festival held in January
at Ankeny High School. Guest conductor for the 11-12 band was Steve Shanley assistant professor of
music at Coe College.
Roland-Story had four students selected to the 41st annual Cyclone Honor Band Festival at Iowa State.
Participating in the Cardinal band were the following students: Megan McGuigan – 5lute,
Alayna Ringsby – clarinet, Jacob Morgan – trumpet, and Spencer Dodgen – trombone. Jared Wacker
director at Cedar Rapids Kennedy directed the honor band.
Roland-Story participated in the HOIAC Honor Band held at Greene County High School on Thursday,
March 2. Dr. William S. Carson director of bands at Coe College was the guest conductor for the honor
band. The following students performed in the concert: Julia Fauteux – 5lute, Alayna Ringsby – clarinet,
Samuel Charlson – bass clarinet, Shelby Hennager – bass clarinet, Megan Danielson – alto saxophone,
Theresa Haskins – bari saxophone, Natalie Tryon – trumpet, Faith Morgan – french horn, Noah Thomas –
french horn, Ashley Webb – french horn, Spencer Dodgen – trombone, Saber Cory – euphonium, and
Megan Goeders – tuba.
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ALL-STATE

Megan McGuigan, Alayna Ringsby, and Megan Goeders auditioned for the
Iowa All-State Band. Alayna Ringsby was selected to the All-State Band on
clarinet. She was the only person chosen from a Class 1A or Class 2A
school at the Indianola site. The All-State band consists of approximately
240 musicians. The concert was held in November at Hilton Coliseum
located at Iowa State University.

SOLO/ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL

Roland-Story hosted the Iowa High School Music Association Solo and
Ensemble Festival on Saturday, April 1. Participating schools included the
following: Madrid, Ogden, Roland-Story, South Hamilton, South Hardin,
West Marshall, Woodard Academy, and Woodward-Granger. Roland-Story
received the following results:
Solo
Flute – Keura Cory I, Anika DeWald 2, Julia Fauteux I, Megan McGuigan I, Kaia
Skaar 2, and Allison Wuebker I
Clarinet – Tori Fournier 3, Lauren Hansen 2, and Alayna Ringsby I (perfect score)
Bass Clarinet - Shelby Hennager 2
Alto Sax – Madison Hennager 2, and Addisen Popp I
Bari Sax - Theresa Haskin I
French Horn - Ashley Webb I
Trumpet – Seth Halleland I, and Faith Morgan I
Trombone – Emma Auld 2, Spencer Dodgen I, and Kim Hendrian 2
Tuba - Megan Goeders I
Mallets – Dylan McKinley I, Eli Ruben I, and Maddie Urbanek I
Piano – Megan Danielson 2, Matthew Mehrtens I, Addisen Popp I, Alayna Ringsby I (perfect score), Eli Ruben 2,
Emily Ruben I, Megan Sansgaard 2, Hannah Thiel 2, and Maddie Urbanek I
Ensemble
Flute Ensemble (Keura Cory, Megan McGuigan, & Kaia Skaar) I
Saxophone Ensemble (Megan Danielson and Emily Ruben) I
Trombone Ensemble (Emma Auld, Kim Hendrian, & Megan Goeders) I
Mixed Brass Ensemble (Patrick Marlow, Megan Sansgaard, Ashley Webb, Megan Goeders, Spencer Dodgen, and Calli
Tystahl) I
Mixed Brass Ensemble (Britt Avery, Seth Halleland, Noah Thomas, Delaney Sorem, Kim Hendrian, and Emma Auld) I
Percussion Instrument Ensemble (Jillian Lykins and Alex Retallick) I
Percussion Choir (Ben Balman, Ellie Fauteux, Jillian Lykins, Paul Moats, Alex Retallick, Eli Ruben, Blake Sievers, and
Maddie Urbanek) I
Percussion Choir (Megan Danielson, Spencer Dodgen, Julia Fauteux, Megan Goeders, Shelby Hennager, Megan
Sansgaard, Hannah Thiel, and Calli Tystahl) I

ROLAND-STORY JAZZ BAND RESULTS
SCIBA Jazz Festival (Winterset) – Second Place.
Outstanding soloists: Megan Danielson – alto saxophone, Madison Friest – trumpet, Megan Sansgaard –
trumpet, Spencer Dodgen – trombone, and Alayna Ringsby – piano/bass.
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Triton Jazz Festival (Fort Dodge) – Third Place.
Outstanding soloists: Alayna Ringsby – piano, Alayna Ringsby – bass, and Paul Moats – bass.
Iowa High School Music Association Jazz Festival (Marshalltown) – Division 1 rating and 16th straight
year of an overall division 1 ratings!
Southeast Polk Jazz Fest (Indianola) – First Place.
Outstanding soloists: Megan Danielson – alto saxophone, Tess
Urbanek – tenor saxophone, Megan Sansgaard – 5lugel horn,
Madison Friest – trumpet, Ashley Webb – trumpet, Spencer Dodgen
– trombone,
Alayna Ringsby – Piano/Bass, Paul Moats – Bass/Drum Set, Eli
Ruben – drum set, and Alex Retallick – Timbales. The saxophone,
trombone, and rhythm sections received outstanding performance
awards.
Tallcorn Jazz Festival (Cedar Falls) – First Place.
Outstanding soloists: Megan Danielson – alto saxophone and Paul
Moats – bass.
Coe Jazz Summit (Cedar Rapids) – 2nd Place.
Outstanding soloist: Alayna Ringsby – piano and bass.

Iowa Jazz Championships (Des Moines) – Fifth Place.

Outstanding soloists: Megan Danielson – alto saxophone and Ashley Webb - trumpet.

IOWA JAZZ CHAMPIONSHIPS!

The Roland-Story Jazz Band performed at the Iowa Jazz Championships held at the Scheman Building
located at Iowa State University on Tuesday, April 4 at 8:00 AM. The band 5inished in 5th place in Class
2A. Megan Danielson – alto saxophone and Ashley Webb - trumpet were chosen as an outstanding
soloists.
Jazz members:
Saxophone – Megan Danielson, Megan McGuigan, Meri McMullen, Pressly Parker, Addisen Popp, Emily
Ruben, and Tess Urbanek
Trombone – Emma Auld, Spencer Dodgen, Megan Goeders, and Calli Tystahl
Trumpet – Britton Avery, Madison Friest, Seth Halleland, Carson
Parker, Megan Sansgaard, and Ashley Webb
Rhythm – Paul Moats, Alex Retallick, Alayna Ringsby, and Eli
Ruben

9th – 12th GRADE SPRING BAND CONCERT

The 9 – 12 Spring Band Concert and Art Show will be held on
Monday, May 1st at 7:00 PM in the high school auditorium. The
high school concert band will perform the following selections:
“The Star Of Dreams”, “Selections From Wicked”, “Havendance”,
and “King Cotton March”. The jazz band will perform the following
selections: “Hipper By The Dozen”, “Chronometry”, and “Dream Of
The Return”.
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The RSHS Vocal Music Department has had a fun and eventful year. We started off the
year by having seven students selected to the Iowa All State Chorus. 600 students from all of the
high schools in Iowa are selected for this very prestigious choir every year.
In February, we found out that the Mixed Chorus had been selected to perform at the
inaugural Iowa Choral Showcase. They were chosen as the 1A/2A representative for the whole
state of Iowa. 38 groups
submitted recordings for this
competition. We performed a
wonderful concert with 5
other groups from Iowa on
April 26th in Pella. In March,
we put on performances of
Shrek the Musical. There were
around 80 people involved in
the cast and crew combined
and everyone did a
phenomenal job. Some of the lead roles included Ethan Beck as Shrek, Calli Tystahl as Fiona,
Aaron Craig as Donkey, Paul Moats as Lord Farquaad, Gabby Epperson as Ogress Fiona, and
Samantha Selmer as Dragon.
On April 1st, we hosted the Iowa High School Music Association’s (IHSMA) Solo and
Ensemble Contest at Roland-Story. The choral department had 38 total events participate and
were rewarded with 29 Superior Division I ratings, 6 Excellent Division II ratings, and 3 Good
Division III ratings. We would like to thank MAST and all of the volunteers who made hosting the
contest go so well!
On May 6th we traveled to Newton High School to participate
in IHSMA’s Large Group Contest. The Treble Clef, Bass Clef, and
Mixed Chorus all participated in the event and were all awarded
Superior Division I ratings. One judge even gave the Mixed Chorus a
perfect score of 40 out of 40.
Most importantly, we have seen so many students grow as
musicians and have a deeper passion for music. This year has been
very special and we are seeing our numbers grow and the quality
continue to be excellent. We had 100 students involved 9-12 this
year and as of right now, we have around 115 signed up for next
school year. We are looking forward to another year of making great
music and having a good time!
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The Year In Art
We are winding down another successful year in the art room. I feel very blessed to have
been a part of it and for how hard the students worked, alongside my long-term substitute
teacher, Cheri Schloerke, to be 5lexible and make the year work.
This was our 5irst year having a Digital Photography class
and it was fun to see some new art projects being produced. Due
to the nature of digital work, we were able to work quite quickly
and each student created 7 5inished pieces, making for a rather
large high school art show. We hosted this event on Monday, May
1st and set it all up in one day. Congratulations to Shelby
Hennager for being selected as the People’s Choice winner and to
Alex Retallick and Sam Charlson for tying as runner-up. I heard several people comment that
there were so many nice pieces it was hard to choose just one! Recognized before the band
concert, was Anna Humphrey, as this year’s Outstanding Senior Artist. Anna has been a diligent
art student throughout the years in both the art room, theatre, and out in the community. We
wish her the best of luck in art school next year.
Earlier in the year, senior independent students, Samantha Elliott, Anna Humphrey, Mia
Lilla, Alex Retallick, and Breanna Smuck went to Greene County Schools for the Heart of Iowa
Conference Art Show and Competition. They, along with fellow seniors, Ashley Burns, Calen
Clark, Shelby Hennager, and Emily Narigon helped to mount, label, and pack 94 pieces of art in
various media to travel to Jefferson and be set up for a 1 day
art show. After the craziness of the morning, students were
treated to a tour of Jefferson highlights, which included RVP
1875 (The World’s Leading Historical Furniture Shop and
Theatre. I HIGHLY recommend a trip to visit this working
historical furniture shop), Skeeter Creek Fabrications,
Meythaler Photography (they took pictures of each of our
groups and edited them for us), and the Bellow Tower and Courthouse. I had no idea Jefferson
offered so much. Upon returning from a 5ield trip, we spotted 15 ribbons, including a ribbon
awarded to us by Gilbert students. All in all, it was a successful trip.
Senior artwork was also put on display at the Octagon Center for the Arts in Ames. All 9
seniors selected pieces to be judged and Anna Humphrey was chosen for 5irst place for the
David Burton Stone Award in Painting, competing against other local senior artists. These same
pieces, along with a few others were available for viewing at Reliance State Bank Monday, May
8th through Friday, May 12th. We hope you are able to venture in and enjoy them before the
seniors graduate!
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Roland-Story Fine Arts
Two years ago, some Roland-Story students got together to form an “unofficial” Fine Arts
Club. The students had many activities, like listening to lectures from artists, community-painting
projects, a murder mystery dinner, and this year, attending performances at ISU.
ISU Theatre and the Iowa State Center hosted four R-S seniors in their On Stage program.
Before the performance, students heard lectures from ISU professors. Following the performance,
students got to talk to the performers about their craft. Students were then expected to blog a
reflection on the performance. We saw the Broadway play Once, the National Repertory Theatre
adaption of The Giver, danced to the Cuban All Stars jazz ensemble on their first tour of the US,
stomped to LadySmith Black Mombazo, and delighted in the amazing Ukraine Symphony.
Roland-Story would like to thank James Webb from Ames High and Sara Compton from ISU
for giving us this amazing opportunity to explore the arts and look forward to participating in years to
come.
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2016-17 RSSF Fund Drive Participants
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Associate Continued

Associate Continued

Carl Hermanson
Sansgaard Group
David & Marsha Hegland
Roland American Legion
Generation Repair
Gary & Judy Hested
Doug & Lynn Dodgen
Dale & Lynn Henricks
David & Susan Amenson

Story Construction
Pizza Ranch
Prairie Brand Seeds
Loren & Solvay Twedt
ACT Insurance Agency
Wolfe Family Vision
Wheeler Auto Supply
Mike & Patsy Jensen
Rick & Nancy Schreier
Ted & Terri Hammes
Key Cooperative
Haila Architecture
John & Nancy Carlson
MaryAnn Sandvold
M.H. Eby, Inc.
Charles & Cheryl Semler
Peterson’s Paint &
Floors
Harlan’s Food Mart
Pete & Janet Hermanson
Richard & Linda Schultz
The Graphic Edge
Dave & Carol Ann
Morris
Gary Thompson Oil
Company
Steve & Ronette
Schlatter
Matt & Nicole Patton
Kiwanis Club of RolandStory Schools Loren &
Sherry Tjernagel
Mechanical Comfort
Town & Country
Insurance
Mike & Kay Billings
Ted Tostlebe/Marilyn
Hanson
Wheeler Auto Supply
Central Financial Group
Denny & Gini Michel
NuCara Pharmacy

State Farm Insurance
Security State Bank
Tammy Shadlow
Chris & Lisa McIlrath
Norsemen Realty
Ronald & Linda Meyers
Dinners By Dawn

Scholar
Tom & Mary Wynia
GNB Bank
McDonald
Reliance State Bank
McFarland Clinic
Janet Tapscott-Hopper
Rod & Sue Bohner
Darren & Dawn Diehl
Jordan’s Millwright
Bill & Traci Jennings

Colleague
Paul & Lynn Hauer
Next Era Plus
Alan & Karen
Hermanson
Oakland Corporation
Hall Backhoe
Casey’s General Store
Soderstrum Funeral
Home
Gookin Ford
Barilla
ISPT

Associate
Manatts
Janet & Jerry Handsaker
Story City Am. Legion
Thompson Auto Care

Norsemen

Contributor
Ruth Valen
Jerry Dickinson
Martha Bakke
Story City Building
MBS Genetics
Craig & Sylvia Anderson
Tomas Stark
Dennis & Marlene
Bauman
Waddle Exteriors
Cook Family Dentistry
Don & Marilyn Kolbe
Computer Express
Lynn & Janice Schulte
James & Michelle
Hassebrock
Jack & Lavonne
Frandsen
Bill & Veronica Vaughn
Record Printing
Clark & Betty Grinde
Randy & Kimberly Johns
Coﬀey Family
Calvin Coﬀey Memorial
Pete Tekippe
Photography
Ruth Gabrielson
Sam’s Club
Ray & Rhonda Hampton
Michael & Renee
Schnurr
Tempest & David
Kuykendall
Eloise Thorson
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Mrs. Hartzler, Elementary Principal
The end of the year is upon us. We have had a successful year. As the year winds down
and summer nears, there are some things to share with you.
We will be having a 70 hour summer reading program this
summer for students in 2nd and 3rd grade. We will be
inviting those students to the class and will be using
research-based curriculum to teach and reinforce reading
skills. We will also be using state-approved progress
monitoring to measure what students are learning along
the way. The state has now backed off on 3rd grade
retention and a required summer school as part of the law, but we felt last year was very
successful and we still have money from the early literacy implementation (ELI) grant to
fund the summer school. We are also planning to run our 2 week summer school for both
math and reading the 2 weeks before school starts for students in grades K-4.
Confirmation letters for both will be coming home soon.
Some of our final activities this month will be Go the Distance, Carousel Day, and Little
Norse Relays. We are really excited about them all.
Every year I put in a plea for having your children do some reading and math each day in
the summer. If you are unsure what to have your child do,
please talk to the teacher and he/she will be happy to
give you ideas. Set aside a time in the day designated for
school. This is important or soon the whole summer is
gone and we are getting our school supplies for the next
school year. There is a lot of research on the summer
slide and to prevent that, it just takes 10-15 minutes a day
with a book or activities at the child’s grade level. Having
your child read a book out loud to you at his/her level is
good. An adult reading to the child works. Math flash
cards or working on problem solving are all ways to “play school” every day. Again, visit
with your child’s teacher about more ways to help this summer.
The calendar for next year is on our webpage (rolandstory.school) so you can see when
we start, end and when the early outs are. Class lists will be available after July 15 on our
website. Supply lists will be available on the elementary page as well. This year’s current
list is there.
I will continue next year to use Remind101 as a way to remind you of events coming up.
Just text mshartzler to 81010 and you will get those reminds.
I hope you all have a wonderful, safe and restful summer. Enjoy time with family. If you
need anything before the end of the year, don’t hesitate to give me a call. 733-4386.
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PAL (Program of Assisted Literacy)
The Program of Assisted Literacy (PAL) provides
one-to-one, or small group tutoring for kindergarten
students who show the need for additional help in learning
to read. So far this year, the PAL instructors have worked
with 24 kindergarten students. The PAL instructors are
Alyssa Loots and Claire Flaspohler. The instructors focus
on the learner’s strengths in helping them gain the skills
they need to read with understanding. The teachers, as well as the Learning Coach, assist in
lesson plans for the students. Students are assessed weekly to see how they are progressing.
If no progress is noted after several weeks, new approaches are tried.
Students are placed in the program based on their performance on a variety of
assessments. A student remains in the program as long as he or she is making progress.
When it is determined a student no longer needs the service, another student is placed.
The contact person for PAL at Roland-Story Elementary is Ellen Lyman. If you would
like more information, contact her at 733-4386.

Elementary IMC ~ Deb Morris
It's been a busy year in the library. We've learn how to pick good books
and how to talk like a pirate! We know fiction, nonfiction, authors, illustrators,
and parts of books. Second graders learned the Dewey Decimal System,
while third and fourth graders challenged each other to see how fast they
could "Do the Dewey". Game shows were a favorite way to test our library
skills. Poetry, fairy tales, fractured fairy tales, and award winning books were
fun units!
First through fourth graders learned how to research, using various reference materials. We
celebrated the birthday of Dr. Seuss and Black History Month. Plagiarism was a popular topic, with
lots of questions and discussions. The end of the year is aerodynamics. We wait all year to design,
make, and fly paper airplanes in the library!
Don't forget that both public libraries have great summer reading programs. It's important to
keep reading going all summer long and our minds active. Please continue to look for lost books! If a
book turns up this summer, drop it off at school. Replacing lost books is very expensive, so please be
responsible. Thank you and have a great summer!
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Talented and Gifted/Enrichment Program K-8
It is hard to believe that another year is about in the record books! Here is some of what has been going on in
the TAG/Enrichment Program.
Again this year we started out with mock trial. We took two great groups of students to regionals at NIACC.
One group moved on to state for the second time, with the other group missing out by just two points! It was a
great year for our mock trial groups!

This year we added some coding in a few classrooms, and we participated in a district wide hour of code. This
has been a different way of thinking about how we get things done and the students have been up for the
challenge. The students had some hands on lessons to perform as well as lessons on the iPad to complete.

The 2nd- 4th NewzBrain groups have been
competing weekly as groups or individually. The 3rd-4th
graders compete against other teams nationally. They
take great joy seeing their names listed as some of the
top scorers on the NewzBrain site.

In math classes, we have been studying a variety of
things. Right now first grade is looking into different ways pentominoes can make shapes. Second graders
have been studying symmetry and kaleidoscopes. In order to create their kaleidoscope, they need to figure out
how to get an equallateral triangle into a pringles can. This has caused a lot of experiments. Third grade has
looked into making security codes with numbers and the rules that go into solving with them. They have
figured out that making the rule for the code isn’t as easy as it seems. The fourth grade class has been studying
geometry and movements such as slides, turns and flips. This has led them to creating tessellations.
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The k-3rd reading groups have been learning about constellations, idioms, The Gold Rush, and The Great
Depression. After reading, the students did activities to reinforce the concepts they read about.
Battle of the Books has just started for 3rd and 4th graders. The groups are getting organized as teams. They are
deciding who reads what books for the battle. There are 14 books for them to read. The competition is being
slated for the middle part of May.

The third and fourth grade TAG students jumped into their year with the Invent Iowa competition. It is always
amazing to see what they come up with for inventions. They then moved on to working with Wedo Legos
creating an animal and making a brochure telling about the animal. We are currently doing an affective unit on
leadership with Mrs. Gabrielson. It has been fun to watch the students build their leadership skills.

The middle school TAG students (5th-8th) have been working on making movies, breakout sessions and self
study choices. We learned how to incorporate the green screen with movies, which has been fun to see the
different ways they chose to use it.

To give your students more opportunities, here are the site addresses for Belin Blank Center from the U of I,
and OPPTAG from ISU.
www.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank
www.opptag.iastate.edu/
Simpson College is proud to announce the lineup for the second year of its summer camp for middle
schoolers! This one-week camp is intended for students who like to read, think about ideas, and use their
imaginations. Full-time Simpson College professors teach all of the “major” classes from History, English, and
Religion departments, so it is a great opportunity for students to get a taste of liberal arts college education. For
more information, check out the website www.simpson.edu/summercamp or contact Prof. Nicolas W. Proctor
at nick.proctor@simpson.edu.
The K-8 TAG / Enrichment Instructor is Ellen Lyman. For more information, you can call me at 733-4386 or
388-4348.
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From elementary special education Two new reading programs from Wilson were piloted this year at Roland-Story Elementary
School. The Wilson Reading System was implemented this year for students who struggle with
decoding and spelling in grades 2 to 4. The program follows a 10 part lesson that addresses decoding,
encoding, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. The system teaches word construction according
to 6 syllable types. Students in 2nd grade have learned about closed
syllables. All groups of students in 3rd and 4th grade have learned the
closed and vowel-consonant-e syllable types. Most groups have learned
about open syllables, too.
The Wilson Fundations Program is being used with Kindergarten and
grade students. This program begins with letter/sound correspondence
and progresses to blending words, sight word acquisition, writing skills, and fluency practice. It is
designed to give students a strong reading foundation.
1st

Along with the two new reading systems, our students also work on math, writing and social skills.
Our rooms are always busy and anytime during the day you will find us working with students on
their IEP goals.

Middle School Associates ~Judy Teig
I have subs1tuted for Roland Story for a number of years. My latest
assignment is the special educa1on room at the middle school. I have the
privilege of working with some wonderful students who present us with
daily challenges.
I would like to recognize the teacher associates who work with all these
students every day. They are truly a dedicated group of women who
genuinely care for every student.
The associates help with various assignments in our building. They provide coverage for
recesses in ALL kinds of weather. The hall duty supervision in the mornings is needed for all ages,
including the elementary children who ride the busses to Story City. They monitor whole grade
study halls and band study hall to allow teachers to have their weekly team mee1ngs.
Associates also go to classes with students and guide interven1on groups to assist with
reading skills. Some associates go on mobility each week to help their students work on life skills
within the community.
What I appreciate the most about our teacher associates in the special educa1on room, is
their willingness to do whatever is asked of them and their ability to an1cipate problems to head oﬀ
issues before they develop. This group is truly a team, and help each other handle unexpected
circumstances each and every day.
If you see Cheryl Derr, Jackie Hawley, Michelle McElwee, Jo Murken, PaMy Ruben, or Ellen
Wisemen, please join me intelling them "thank you" for a job well done. They do a great job and
deserve to be recognized.
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Middle School Special Education
There is a quote that has remained on the whiteboard in my classroom for over half of the school year
that says, “Today is a new opportunity...DREAM BIG!” I don’t know if any of the students that walk in and out
of my classroom each day would even no1ce if I erased this quote. Even I some1mes forget it’s up there.
However, whether they no1ce the quote or not, I hope this is something they feel when they walk into my
classroom. Special educa1on can some1mes be seen as a nega1ve label, but all it really is is an opportunity for
one to receive the tools and resources needed to reach maximum success. I hope my students know how truly
valued they are in each and every classroom. I hope my students know there are no limits to their dreams. I
hope my students know all of their hard work and persistence will pay oﬀ. Most of all, I hope my students
know that the test scores and homework grades do not deﬁne them, as who they are and what they do with
their given talents is what will be most remembered.
In reﬂec1ng on my years as a special educa1on teacher, there have been some rainy days, but lots of
rainbows that have followed. I asked my students to take a short survey about special educa1on, and their
responses reminded me why I love my job. Below are some of their responses.
How do you beneﬁt from being in special educa;on?
★ Helps out with assignments when I am stuck. Also help with organizing and keeping me on track of things.
★ I can improve my grades and go above and beyond.
★ It helps me by leYng me improve on reading and wri1ng.
★ It helps me be a beMer person than I was.

What do you like best about being in special educa;on?
★ GeYng help and understanding how to do the work.
★ It makes me feel special and cooler because no one else has it or knows what it feels like.
★ I get to use my imagina1on.
★ I like how they help me improve. Also being in special educa1on helped me be even more responsible.

What do you want your peers to know about you? About special educa;on?
★ That I can do the same thing they can do.
★ That it is a great thing to have help to be a beMer student.
★ That everyone can be smart even if they have troubles reading.
★ What I want my peers to know about me is that I’m a good student.
★ That it is fun.
★ I want them to know that it's okay to be diﬀerent, and that having special educa1on is just a way to improve
your knowledge.
★ That I am normal like them. It is just that I was born with dyslexia, and it is not my fault or anyone else’s that
I read slow. I want people to know I got to the same place as them and that I did not get the easy way for my
grades. It was just as hard for me as them. I want them to know all the people that are special educa1on are
the same as them and they should not be made fun of. I want people to know special educa1on does not
mean we should be babied or that we have it easier. We are not scary or weird or have anything wrong with
us. We are just like everyone else, but most of us have had a harder 1me than others. Special educa1on is
something that we were born with and it is not anyone’s fault.

Counselor’s Corner - RSMS
Michael Oleson
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To open this article, please feel free to find and “like” the “RolandStory Middle School Counselor” Facebook page! I post happenings and
info regarding current topics, Guidance and classroom lesson updates, as
well as Student Council and Builders Club information to share in the
spirit of weekly communication.
As a parent of a son or daughter in middle school, you might
wonder what are some of the major issues that students face on a daily
basis. Items involving private messaging, social media (Snap Chat,
Facebook, Instagram, texts, Twitter, Youtube) and other Internet/App modes of
communication add a twist to the ability of swift delivery of hurtful words and rumors that can also
occur without technology. Whether it is dialog between one or multiple students, or items posted via
social media, the vicious nature of how fast false, cruel and upsetting conversations spread is
comparable to how fast a lit match tossed into a dry Iowa cornfield can spread with destructive
flames. Just as the lit match ignites the damaging force of fire, so does the impact of a person
throwing a harsh word to the ears of a captive audience. In both situations, negative actions can have a
very destructive impact. With that in mind, during the school year I
provided anti-bullying and violence prevention guidance lessons. These
classroom conversations reinforce more than what bullying is. I also
share what can be done to assist people who are in tough situations whether they are the victim or a bystander.
One of the lessons we processed is answering the question of “Is it
bullying?” in times when people are being unkind. For example, when
someone says or does something unintentionally hurtful and do it once,
that’s rude. When someone says or does something intentionally hurtful
and they do it once, that’s mean. When someone says or does something
intentionally hurtful and they keep doing it - even when they are told to
stop or show them that you’re upset - that’s bullying.
Since the delivery of these lessons, I have received some very positive
feedback from parents who noted that their child shared the message of a particular lesson. I’ve also
had staff members sharing their observations of “students quoting things from Mr. Oleson’s guidance
lessons.” I also am hearing of more students defending students by taking a stand to address issues in
a positive, corrective way. Even more impressive is the liberating impact of students who have come
forward to ask for assistance to end the degrading and negative impact of harsh and unkind words. It
is the victor versus victim mentality. Each of us, both students and adults, have the power to decide
between the two ways of thinking. Are we going to let evil overpower us and constantly be the victim,
or will we take control and become the victor and move confidently into the future? The power of
choice is in our very hands. All we have to do is decide and then take action.
It takes a lot of courage and confidence to draw a line in the sand and say, “Knock it off and
leave that person alone.” Roland-Story Middle School is fortunate to have students who know it is
important to do what is right, even if it isn’t popular. Feeling humbled to be able to serve and work
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with such mature and outstanding students, I could not be more proud of these compassionate, brave,
and courageous young leaders. It is my hope that their example of taking a stand for what is right will
spread deeper throughout the entire student body - and beyond.
Students today face many different and unique situations. It is fair to say that the world today
is much more complex than when we as adults were in middle school. As a school counselor I do not
claim to be a miracle worker and able to “fix” each situation students
face in and outside of school. I do, however, strive to be of
constructive assistance and make positive change with all students
while listening to and addressing their personal concerns. Red Green
says it well: “Hang in there, we’re in this together!” And by working
together in partnership, we can – and will – make a positive
difference. As always, please feel welcome to send me an e-mail or
give a call with any thoughts, concerns, feedback, or questions. Thank
you for your support, and have a super summer season!

6th grade science
The 6th grade science class has been hard at work on various
aspects of the state’s science curriculum this school year. With the state
recently making adjustments to Iowa’s version of the Next Generation
Science Standards (NGSS) to guide the state’s science curriculum, the
focus of the 6th grade science program has spread throughout the various
areas of science.
Students have been exploring several different areas of physical,
life, and earth science. These various areas have included: states of matter,
interactions of matter, parts of an atom, motion and design, cells, human body systems, the rock cycle,
relative aging of rock layers, and global warming.
They’ve enjoyed participating in several projects as well. These projects have included:
• Building a “stock” car out of K’Nex to explore the different aspects of force and motion.
• Creating a model of a cell that includes the cell’s organelles.
• Interpreting the different bones & joints in an actual x-ray.
• Developing presentations on how global warming and the potential melting of Earth’s
permafrost may affect the Earth.
Much of the focus with these projects has been for students to become more independent in their
learning. They’ve been given the freedom to explore the different concepts of science at their own pace,
while often times collaborating with other students to complete a common task and to discuss
knowledge gained from doing the task.

5th Grade Social Studies ~ Jacob Sheahan

My how the year has gone by! The 5th grade social studies students just completed their
unit on exploration. One of the 5inal activities they had to complete was an explorer’s project.
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They were paired up with another student and they chose one of
5ifteen explorers to research and create a project about. Examples
of explorers were: Sir Francis Drake, Ferdinand Magellan, Jacques
Cartier, Hernando Cortes, Francisco Pizarro, Hernando de Soto and
Juan Ponce de Leon. They had to research facts about the explorers
which included: the country he sailed for, the goals they wanted to
accomplish, the hardships they faced on their exploration, the
contact they had with natives, and the results of their exploration.
Once they researched their explorer, they had to 5ind a creative way
to show me their new-found knowledge. Some students created collages, while others created
mobiles (spinning things above baby cribs). Being in the technological age, I had some students
recreate social media pages (Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram) about their explorers. One group
even created a 5ive-layer cake, where each layer represented information about one of the 5ive
questions they needed to research. Then, they taught the class about their explorers while
showing off their creative abilities.
After completing the unit on exploration, we will move on to a
unit about colonization. Students will be learning about why people
came over to colonize the Americas. They will learn about the
hardships of trying to start a colony. Examples of this include the lost
colony of Roanoke, Jamestown, and Plymouth Rock. Students will also
be learning about the three regions that made up the colonies and the
differences in climate, industries, religion, and use of slaves between
the three. Students will learn about what daily life was like in colonial
times. That should wrap-up the year. It has been a good year and I hope we can continue to
progress and end the year strong!

First day of school 2017-18:
Wednesday, August 23, 2017

7th Grade Math and Social Studies
Wow! It is May already? Or it is 5inally May? Depends on the
day which way we say it but for the most part we all love our days in
the 7th grade world at Roland-Story! I mean we have been all over
the world! We have come from being Nomads and hunting down our
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food daily to becoming settled farmers to development of cities and governments. This
has all taken place in a progressive way as we traveled from Egypt to India to China to
Greece and now we are on our way to Rome. It has been fun watching our leaderships go
from dictatorship, monarchy to democracy and even a 500 year glimpse of republic
government during the Roman Empire. We just 5inished up a debate in Greece showing
the Athenians vs. the Spartans. We found out we disagree on a lot of things such as
household duties, government, military, education, slavery and all forms of arts. The
students did a great job preparing for this debate and hopefully learned a lot about how
each side approached life.
Math has been adding up to a successful year as well. My
favorite part of these students is that the more dif5icult the math,
the more effort they give. They love a challenge. I think that is
great! No fear of failure but desire to 5igure it out. Yes!!!
The most dif5icult units so far have been algebra and geometry but
oh yes we met them both head on and learned a lot. I mean
whenever you can use letters in math and 5igure it out, it is
amazing. We have some subject overlap as we found out that
Greece was highly skilled with math and they 5igured out how to
5ind the circumference and area of a circle. We get to use the
formula they 5igured out…yes we are thankful they did 5igure all of
that out for us. Also, the way they discovered to build pyramids in Egypt undoubtably
ties in to what we have learned with our architecture of today. We will be ending the year
with some review and then 5inishing up with probability. Hmmm what are the chances of
this?
We strive to be good learners. This is what is important. We may not do things
perfectly the 5irst time, but we want to get better at it everyday. I love being around good
learners as it makes the atmosphere pretty great! So thanks 7th graders for all of the
great atmosphere that you bring in to social studies and math everyday!!! We will keep
learning together and I will miss you next year!!

Change is Good
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by Shelly Broich
Merriam-Webster defines change in several different
ways. As I make a change in my teaching career the definition
that fits the change I am making the closest is “to give a
different position, course, or direction to.” After three years in
the position of learning coach at the Roland-Story Middle
School, I have decided to return to the classroom.
The past three years have been exciting, challenging, a
great learning experience, and most of all, full of change. I
have learned so much being in the role of learning coach and
as I return to the classroom, I will take this new knowledge
with me to help enrich all students in my classroom.
As I reflect on the change I am making, I think about three things that I will keep in the
forefront as I return to the classroom. These following things I knew as a teacher, but in the role of a
learning coach, I re-evaluated and reaffirmed my belief in them.
Lesson 1: ALL students can learn.
Anyone involved in the education system is in it because they believe they can make an
impact on students’ lives. In the role of learning coach, I realized even more the importance of
believing that all students can learn and that everything you do in your classroom should revolve
around this belief. It needs to be not only spoken, but practiced.
Lesson 2: Collaboration between teachers is essential to the success of students.
Collaboration strengthens a teacher’s craft and practice. It allows for a way to create and
implement new ideas and receive feedback in order to constantly grow and improve. Collaboration
utilizes the strengths of the individual and creates a powerful whole. This can only help and promote
student learning.
Lesson 3: Be open to change and new learning. Don’t be afraid to try.
Change and trying new things can be overwhelming and uncomfortable. The role of a
learning coach is to support teachers as they try new things and go outside a teacher’s comfort zone.
It is okay to try something and not have it work perfectly. The key is to try.
As the year wraps up, I reflect on my role as learning coach and on everything I learned. I am
excited to go back into the classroom and try new things with the help and support of the new middle
school learning coach, Sara Rooney. I will continue to collaborate with others to increase student
learning, and most of all, I will do my best to make sure ALL students learn.

Norsemen

22

ROLAND-STORY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

June 2017

The Roland-Story Newsletter is published five times per
year: at the end of each quarter and in July. It is also
available on our website at rolandstory.school.
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DATES TO REMEMBER:
May 30 - Last Day of School
July - Registration Mailing
August 10 - Registration
August 23 - First Day of School

Roland-Story CSD
1009 Story Street
Story City, IA 50248

Postal Customer
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