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FROM THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 
MRS. KATE HARTZLER 

Wow!  We have made it through the first month as well as open house.  The year 
has been going well and fast.  We started the year talking about the importance 
of good character.  It is important to continue to use character words and let 
students know that good character is how you act when no one is looking.  We 
also reviewed our positive behavior supports in the areas of lunch, restroom, 
hallway, recess, bus and dismissal.  We had all of our new students come up 
front in our first day assembly.  Our local American Legion came and presented 
the flags so we could recite the Pledge of Allegiance.   

We had a meet and greet at the beginning of the year for the fourth year in a row.  
It went well.  Remember that this is in place of our parent night and teachers 
provide information for the whole year on this night.  It seemed to give everyone 
a chance to get organized the night before and start the first day a little more 
settled.  If you have any comments or suggestions about this night, please don’t 
hesitate to let us know.  

We have done our fall screening for FAST.  We did this right away at the 
beginning of the year. We wanted immediate data to help us set our baseline for 
our data collection graphs.  This is done 3 times a year for grades K-4. Teachers 
will be sharing the results of those screeners with you soon. 

Based on our first round of data, we have different reading programs that we use.  
We moved our PAL (Program of Assisted Literacy) to kindergarten and K-3 has 
Title I.  PAL is one on one reading instruction and Title I is small group reading 
instruction.  For the first few weeks of school, we are moving kids into and out of 
those groups based on daily feedback.  Now that we have more feedback from 
the above named test, we have solidified those groups.  These groups will 
continue to be flexible and students will move into and out of these groups. 

Mrs. O’Loughlin and I will once again be hosting the Administrative Guidance 
Advisory Counsel meetings.  You should have received information on this.  If 
you are still interested in being on our counsel, please call the school and visit 
with one of us.  We hope that having meetings together we are able to cover all 
programs going on in our building.  Our first meeting was Tuesday, October 15th 
at 7:00.  Our spring meeting will be March 30 at 7:00.  Our meetings are held in 
the elementary library. 

I want to thank you for helping with our PTO fundraisers.  They have sent out a 
nice letter explaining the organization’s purpose as well as a calendar explaining 
all of the fundraising dates for the year.  Please help support the PTO by either 
volunteering your time or contributing financially when the fundraisers come up.  
We use that money to by supplies and bigger items for the school. 

We continue to use our problem solving process through the AEA(Area 
Education Agency).  This is called the BAT (Building Assistance Team) process.  
This works by having teachers (or parents) refer a child to the BAT team, which 
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consists of Mrs. O’Loughlin, Mrs. Lyman, Mrs. Stevenson and me.  Once the 
child has been referred, we meet with the teacher, parents and BAT team to 
discuss the situation.  We decide what needs the student has and we make a 
plan for school and possibly home.  The process continues if things don’t seem 
to improve and as we move further into the BAT process, the more help we 
receive from the AEA.  If at any time the student improves the situation, then we 
keep doing what we are doing and cease the BAT process.  That is always our 
ultimate goal. 

We will continue having reading intervention.  This program gives all of our 
students 30 extra minutes of reading instruction at the level they need the 
instruction.  The focus is on the lowest 20% of our students who aren’t at 
benchmark and those groups use very scripted programs and the groups are 
quite small.  All other students are in groups at the reading level appropriate for 
them.  They are working on grade level or above grade level techniques to 
improve their reading as well.  Some of the grade levels have also used that 
model in the area of math to make smaller groups to reinforce skills students are 
missing. 

Drop off and pick up are going well.  Thanks for being patient in the pick up line 
and thank you for waiting while our cross walk staff to let students safely cross.  
We seem to have settled in with our new bus times and kids are doing a great job 
waiting for school to start and waiting at the end of the day for the bus. 
All home athletic events have the same expectation: students need to be seated 
and watch the event.  They can use the restroom and get a snack at quarters 
and halftime, but while the game is in play, they need to be seated, watching the 
game. 

Refer to our Facebook page titled “Roland-Story Elementary School”.  Like us 
and follow us to see things happening here at school.  I also have a Twitter 
account-khartzler24 

Again, the year is off to a good start.  Thank you for sending your children to us.  
When making decisions, we try and keep what’s best for children at the front of 
the discussion.  If you ever have any questions, concerns or comments, don’t 
hesitate to call or come in.  My number is 733-4386; Email-khartzler@roland-
story.k12.ia.us 
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The Seasons of Kindergarten  
by Lynn Hauer, Deb Lunn, Jill Johnson, Natalie Whipple 

The end of summer finds new kindergarteners packing their school bags and heading off for 

the first day of school. They make many new friends and learn how to share, cooperate, and 

communicate with them. They are proud of themselves for being more independent and 

responsible as they find their way around school and learn to navigate the lunchroom. 

Fall is a time for kindergarteners to learn about the changing seasons. They also learn the 

letters of the alphabet, their sounds, and that those sounds make new words. They work 

with numbers to 20 and explore new math concepts. 

As the cold days of winter pass, these students are becoming readers and writers. They now 

work with numbers to 100 as they plan to celebrate the 100th day of school. They are also 

very good at tying their shoes after changing into snow boots 3 times a day! 

When spring arrives, these 

kindergarteners continue to 

grow in every way. They can 

add and subtract. They are 

more confident when they read 

and write. Their smiles reflect 

how busy the tooth fairy has 

become. They look and act 

more like first graders every 

day. 

Finally, summer is here again. 

The kindergarteners are ready 

for a well deserved 

break….until August, when they 

pack up their school bags and 

begin the seasons of first grade. 
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HOW TO HELP YOUR FIRST GRADER- Mrs. Thein, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Sanderson, 
Mrs. Johnson 

“What can I do at home to help my child be successful at school?” is a question that is often 
asked. We are glad to provide suggestion, as it shows a concern and willingness to support your 
child’s education at home as well as at school.  

*By this time of the year, first graders have received instruction on many of the fundamentals of 
both reading and math. They need lots of practice using the skills and strategies they have been 
working on. THEY CANNOT PRACTICE TOO MUCH! However, keep practice sessions short and 
to the point or your student will quickly lose interest and enthusiasm. 

*Listen to your child read daily. Rereading familiar stories is a good strategy for building fluency 
and comprehension. Reading new material encourages your child to apply and strengthen 
recently learned skills.  

*Be a role model for your children. Let them see you using reading, writing, and math in real life 
situations for both work and leisure. Talk to them about what you are doing. Involve them in 
conversations and invite their questions.  

*Get your first grader their very own library card and make stopping at the library for books a 
regular part of your routine. It needn’t take more than 15 minutes, but it could make a lifetime of 
difference of your child.  

*Help your child practice and master basic addition and subtraction facts through 10. Answers 
should come “automatically”.  

*Communicate your pride in your first grader’s efforts and accomplishments. It is truly amazing 
what they already learned to do! Thank you for being an encouraging and enthusiastic supporter 
of your child and their education!  
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Elementary School Counselor, Mandi O'Loughlin. 

Self-regulation is something everyone continually works on whether or not we are aware of 
it.  We all have situations that test our limits from time to time.  If we are able to recognize 
when we are becoming less regulated, we are able to do something about it to manage our 
feelings and get ourselves to a healthy place.  This comes naturally for some, but for others 
it is a skill that needs to be taught and practiced. 

The Zones is a systematic, cognitive behavioral approach used to teach self-regulation by 
categorizing all the different ways we feel and states of alertness we experience into four 
concrete colored zones.  The Zones framework provides strategies to teach students to 
become more aware of and independent in controlling their emotions and impulses, manage 
their sensory needs, and improve their ability to problem solve conflicts. 

The Red Zone is used to describe extremely heightened states of alertness and intense 
emotions.  A person may be elated or experiencing anger, rage, explosive behavior, 
devastation, or terror when in the Red Zone.  

The Yellow Zone is also used to describe a heightened state of alertness and elevated 
emotions, however one has more control when they are in the Yellow Zone.  A person may 
be experiencing stress, frustration, anxiety, excitement, silliness, the wiggles, or 
nervousness when in the Yellow Zone.   

The Green Zone is used to describe a calm state of alertness. A person may be described 
as happy, focused, content, or ready to learn when in the Green Zone.  This is the zone 
where optimal learning occurs.   

The Blue Zone is used to describe low states of alertness and down feelings such as when 
one feels sad, tired, sick, or bored.   

The Zones can be compared to traffic signs.  When given a green light or in the Green Zone, 
one is “good to go”.  A yellow sign means be aware or take caution, which applies to the 
Yellow Zone.  A red light or stop sign means stop, and when one is the Red Zone this often 
is the case.  The Blue Zone can be compared to the rest area signs where one goes to rest 
or re-energize.  All of the zones are natural to experience, but the framework focuses on 
teaching students how to recognize and manage their Zone based on the environment and 
its demands and the people around them.  For example, when playing on the playground or 
in an active/competitive game, students are often experiencing a heightened internal state 
such as silliness or excitement and are in the Yellow Zone, but it may not need to be 
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managed.  However, if the environment is changed to the library where there are different 
expectations  than the playground, students may still be in the Yellow Zone but have to 
manage it differently so their behavior meets the expectations of the library setting. 

Each student at Roland-Story Elementary is taught the Zones of Regulation in Guidance 
classes.  Guidance classes are taught in the student's classroom once a week for 20-30 
minutes depending on grade level by the School Counselor, Mandi O'Loughlin.  The visual 
shared is posted in each classroom and discussed during guidance lessons to "check in" 
with each student at the beginning of class.   

Follow me on Facebook at Roland-Story Elementary Counseling Corner!  
For more information about the Zones of Regulation visit: https://
www.zonesofregulation.com/ 
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HOW ARE YOU FEELING? CHOOSE YOUR ZONE! 
GREEN ZONE BLUE ZONE YELLOW ZONE RED ZONE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

If I am in the GREEN Zone, I am: 
HAPPY  
CALM 

FOCUSED 
READY TO LEARN 

CONFIDENT 
 

If I am in the BLUE Zone, I am: 
SAD 

UPSET 
TRIED 
SICK 

GUILTY 
BORED 

If I am in the YELLOW Zone, I am: 
WORRIED 
ANXIOUS 
NERVOUS 
WIGGLY 

HYPERACTIVE 

If I am in the RED Zone, I am: 
ANGRY 
MAD 

FRUSTRATED 
YELLING 

SCREAMING 
 

If I am in the GREEN Zone, I can: 
LISTEN 
LEARN 

FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS 
WORK HARD 

 
 

If I am in the BLUE Zone, I can: 
ASK FOR A HUG 

HAVE A REST BREAK 
TALK TO A TEACHER 

 

If I am in the YELLOW Zone, I 
can: 

READ A BOOK 
TALK TO A TEACHER 

DRAW A PICTURE OF THE PROBLEM 
 

If I am in the RED Zone, I can: 
TAKE DEEP BREATHS 

GO FOR A WALK OR RUN 
 

 

https://www.zonesofregulation.com/
https://www.zonesofregulation.com/
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7th Grade Science 
Mrs. Vinson 

 The new school year is off to a busy start in Science!  I am blessed to have the 
opportunity to work with a class of great students!  They’ve started the school year off on a 
positive note by demonstrating great Norsemen character and are a lot of fun to work with 
each day!  We have a lot of interesting topics and concepts to work with in Science this year.  
In seventh grade, we explore topics in Earth and space science, life science, and physical 
science. Take a look below and you will see what the 7th graders will be focusing on for the 
school year. 

Structural changes to genes (mutations) and their effects to the structure and function of the 
organism 
Earth - sun - moon system and their cyclic patterns 
Visuals, demonstrations, hands-on activities, projects 
Examine how animal behaviors and plant structures affect the probability of successful 
reproduction 
Norsemen character, teamwork, and positive interactions 
Types of energy (potential energy and kinetic energy) and the transfer of energy 
How physical or biological components of an ecosystem affect populations 

Gravitational interactions depend on mass and distance between objects 
Role of gravity in motions within galaxies and the solar system 
Analyze and interpret data 
Determining scale properties within the solar system 
Effects of resource availability on organisms and their populations in ecosystems 

Strength of electric and magnetic forces 
Chemical reactions within organisms 
Investigating how the geologic time scale is used to organize Earth’s history 
Evidence-based explanations for how environmental and genetic factors influence 
organisms’ growth 
Non-living and living parts of an ecosystem and matter cycles and energy flows among them 
Construct predictions of patterns of interactions among organisms across multiple 
ecosystems 
Explore the role of photosynthesis in the cycling of matter and flow of energy into and out of 
organisms 
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7th Grade Reading ~Mrs. Kentner 

The school year is off to a fun start in the 7th grade reading classroom! Students 

began the year learning about different literary elements, and now they are applying that 

knowledge to the Arthurian Legend series.  

Students are reading about King Arthur, Merlin, and the legendary 

sword Excalibur. As students work through these advanced texts, 

they are gathering vocabulary words, working on text 

comprehension, engaging in fluency strategies, and practicing their 

use of textual evidence.  King Arthur may seem like a topic from the 

long forgotten past, but in fact is a subject that continues to appear in 

pop culture. Students are able to draw connections to this legendary figure through comics, 

games, television shows, and movies.  

Students always enjoy a feeling of confidence when they can being in an example 

of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table from the outside world into the classroom. 

This year students have been able to tie this literary protagonist to some of their favorite 

Netflix series, comedy films, comics, and even podcasts! As a teacher, it is exciting to learn 

about the different interests of students while digging into the standards and some complex 

literature! 

Sixth Grade Words ~ Cathy McKim
The sixth grade chose their own words this year, in the Jon Gordon style of One Word Can Change 
Your Life.   Some of their amazing words were:  Love, Thoughtful, Play, Believe, Challenge, Family, 
Grateful, Determined, Hope, Kindness, Delight, Art, and Laughter.   One student even chose the 
word, Hygge, meaning contentment or well-being.  That was a new one for me, showing you that 
students will always amaze you with their creative ideas!  These words became personal narratives 
that described what the words meant to them and how they will live out that word this year and 
possibly in the future.  My word for the year is Enjoy.  I chose this word  because each day  is 
always an opportunity to learn and laugh. I find that even after 33 years in the classroom, every 
teaching day is unique and filled with great moments. This is my last year at Roland-Story, as I 
will be retiring at the end of the year.  It has been a blessing to teach in this district and a privilege 
to serve the students of these communities.  So I will enjoy each day as a gift and treasure them in 
my heart. 
Thank you all.
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8th Grade Math with Mr. Berggren  

The 8th grade math and 7th grade Pre-Algebra classes have been working hard on 
geometric transformations so far this year. Students are exploring several different rigid 
transformations that include: translations, rotations, and reflections. Students are seeing how 
performing these transformations to various shapes does not change the size or shape of 
the object. Students are also being introduced to dilations and also how angle measures are 
preserved in parallel lines cut by a transversal.  

The 8th grade Algebra class is starting off the year looking at statistics. The students have 
been learning about measures of center and measures of variability in data. They are 
building off a lot of the knowledge they gained last year in Pre-Algebra and are off to a great 
start. They soon will be solving equations and graphing linear equations before moving on to 
some more complex problems.  

We have been using a new online curriculum this year. The online textbook has been a great 
resource and the students are learning by doing. We have a great group of kids this year 
and they are all working hard in the classroom. We talk a lot about setting goals and creating 
habits to achieve those goals. So far, the students have bought in and are creating some 
great daily habits. I am really excited to see where they end up. 
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Middle School Art ~Mrs. Doyle 

8th Grade art students are returning to the Middle School 
art room for the 4th and final time.  The first rotation just 
completed building clay spheres, where they had to create 
a design that would utilize different levels up, as well as 
down, before hollowing out the spheres.  They are waiting 
on them to dry and be fired, so they can do the fun part of 
glazing.  While we wait, they are working on capturing 
their self-portrait on paper and will finish them by creating 
all values with marker and representing themselves in the 
background with symbols. 

I am meeting the 7th grade students for the first time and 
learning what they are excited about in the art room.  
They created abstract collages by sharing shapes as 
stencils, while they learned about the Elements and 
Principles of Design and the ever-important matter of 
composition and creating a center of interest.  They are trying their hand at a new 
clay project where they are building a cylindrical vessel with their own designs.  
The only criteria is they had to attach a coil to the outside…harder than it may 
seem.  These are off to a fun and creative start. 

We are working hard so that there is a great 
selection of artwork to display at this year’s Octagon 
Middle School Art show and we have been inspired 
by last year’s work.  41 students were represented 
in April and May in various media. 

Laurel Osborn, Emma Schnurstein, Jackson 
Anthony, Adam Thiel, Ella Sirna, Samantha 
Hendrian, Maddie Olson, Skyla Phillipsen, Julia 
Oakland, Madi Bauer, Karly Parker, Kennedy 
Downs, John Martin, Mara Spence, Faith Springer, 
Victoria Gomez, Libbie Johnson, Capri Cory, 
Jasmine Campbell, Tatum Lester, Jaclyn Gessner, 
Hailey Crabtree, Rhianna Koppes, Elly Thompson, 
Briel Wakefield, Aurora Kightlinger, Samantha 
Sanderson, Madelyn Rolling, Lucas Wuebker, 

Christian Lowe, Claire Jonas, Braden Vinson, Samantha Olive, Ali Charlson, 
Garrett McCabe, Gary Schultz, Josh Webb, Noah Wakefield, Kathryn Limas, 
Riley Larson, Emmerson Kahl, and Matthew Kepler 

Last year’s students Ella Sirna, Kennedy Downs, Capri Cory, Lucas Wuebker, 
and Braden Vinson all received Honorable Mention in their grade level. 

As always, I am hoping to prepare them for the high school level and excited to 
see what the rest of the year brings.
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Fall Newsletter Agriculture Education~ Brad Taylor 

The Agriculture Education department has been 
off and running this fall in both the classroom as 
well as the FFA organization.  We are serving 
the needs of 124 students between the four 
classes, which include: Agriculture Education, 
Meteorology, Botany, and Agricultural 
Mechanics.   

We are offering two sections this year of the 
Agriculture Education I class.  We continue to 
utilize the CASE (curriculum for agriculture 
science education) curriculum entitled AFNR 
(agriculture food and natural resources) in which 
the students are learning about agriculture 
opportunities and careers.  In addition, the 
students will have units in Food Sciences, 
Leadership development, wood shop, 
parliamentary laws, record 

keeping and analysis and in sciences of agriculture. 

The Agricultural Mechanics and Technology class is currently 
working on a unit involving electricity and wiring.  Previous 
units included a unit in engineering principles where they 
learned about the design of windmills and wind turbines.  
Upcoming units will include small gas engines, hydraulics and 

plumbing.  In our Meteorology 
class (we are offering 2 
sections), the students are 
learning about climate and 
weather and the factors that 
influence both.  Our most current 
topic is on atmospheric 
pressure. 

In the Botany class, students 
have been learning about soils 
and how they impact plant 
growth and development.  This 
is the first year of this class and 
all 10 students in the class will be participating in 
the district FFA soils judging contest in Iowa Falls 
in late September. 
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Ag Mechanics and Technology – Blake 
Lebeck and Colby Crutchfield were two 
of the students involved with the 
engineering design project of ‘hydraulic 

lift’ in their Ag Mechanics class. 

Carly Halstead and Ellie Thompson are 
developing liquid marinades in one of 
their labs during the food science unit in 
their Ag I class. 

Botany students are learning 
about soils evaluation and began 
by inspecting the soil profile in a 
soil pit at Woodland Farms.



Our FFA chapter 
finished the summer 
with activities at the 
State Fair where 
members showed 
livestock, displayed 
photography and 
horticultural crops, and 
participation in the 
Agricultural 
Demonstrations 
division.  The group 
finished first in the 
Agricultural   
Demonstrations and 
Presentation division 
with their topic on DNA 
extraction.  In addition, 
our community garden 
continues to provide 
fresh produce to the 
area food pantry’s in 

Story City, Roland Middle 
School, Food at First in Ames and to Bethesda Lutheran Church in Ames.  As of 
mid-September, over 26,000 pounds of produce has been donated.  Additionally, 
members were involved with contests and leadership trainings throughout the 
summer and into the beginning of the school year. 

Further Information about the Agriculture Education 
program can be located at our departmental web site:   
www.rsffa.org 
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Roland-Story won for the 10th consecutive year, the Public Speaking contest 
known as ‘Ag Demonstrations’, with their presentation about extracting 
DNA.  Team members were Sam Skaar, Blake Lebeck, Brendan Taylor and 
Maddy Stevenson.

Brendan Taylor and Sam Skaar were two of the Roland-Story 
FFA members who presented at the School Administrators 
conference of Iowa in early August.

Maddy was one of the FFA members who was 
selected to serve as a Grandstand Usher for 
the State Fair.  In October, she will be 
performing with the National FFA Band in 
Indianapolis at the National FFA Convention.
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Dawson Chelsvig, Caden Sporleder. Reagan Schmitz and Amber Taylor were four of the 
helpers who assisted in picking sweet corn this summer.

For the Fourth year, Roland-Story 
competed in the Story County Pork 
Producers grilling contest and were 
represented by Jackson Sterle, Caden 
Sporleder, Zane Haglund and Nathan Faga.

COLT (chapter officer leadership 
training) was attended by Sam Skaar, 
Blake Lebeck, Maddy Stevenson, 
Amanda Hofsommer & Brendan 
Taylor.



2019 Angel Gift Program 
The Roland-Story Community School District would 
like to inform you of the Angel Gift Program. This is a 
Christmas gift opportunity for families in need during 
the holidays. The gifts are purchased by donors or 
through donations. The children who receive the gifts 
may not receive gifts this holiday season without this 
program. The families are members of the Story City 
and Roland communities. The gifts are distributed to 
the families just before Christmas. 

If you would like to be a part of the program, either to 
give or receive, please contact Alyssa Loots at: 515-733-4386 or 515-290-9899 by November 
1st, 2019. Family applications are available in the elementary and middle school offices . Gift 
lists will be distributed to donors on November 18th. All gifts must be delivered to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church by December 9. Gift pick up for the families will be on December 17. 
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FFA Party – Over 50 FFA members attended an introductory FFA meeting to learn about opportunities in 
the organization the beginning of the school year.



Language Arts~ Jessica Greenfield 
Freshmen in LAI have been reading short fiction stories and 
analyzing the elements used by the author to create a 
worthwhile read. Students will soon begin writing short fiction 
stories of their own!  

Communication Principles seniors are getting more 
comfortable giving speeches in front of their peers. We've 
discussed not only skills it takes to give a speech, but also 
what it means to be a polite, attentive audience member.  

National Honor Society is well underway on preparing for the 
5th annual Haunted High School! Students are eager to try 
some new things this year, in hopes to raise even more money 
to donate to a charity of their choosing.  
 

High	School	Library	News-	Mrs.	Heubner	

Welcome	back	to	another	school	year!		This	is	my	9th	year	in	the	district	and	I	am	
loving	it	just	as	much	as	the	1st	year.		We	have	a	lot	going	on	in	the	library	and	lots	of	
new	books	available	for	all	those	readers.		Some	areas	to	highlight	in	the	IMC	this	
year:	

•DMACC	students	continue	to	report	to	the	IMC	for	online	courses	during	their	
study	halls.		We	provide	tech	support	when	necessary	and	do	some	progress	
monitoring	each	week.	There	are	30	students	this	year	taking	one	or	more	online	
courses	that	we	interact	with	on	a	daily	basis.	
•We	have	the	new	2019-2020	Iowa	High	School	Award	and	Iowa	Teen	Award	
books	and	over	200	other	new	books	that	we	purchased	over	the	summer.			
•We	continue	to	add	books	to	our	collection	based	on	student	recommendation.		
If	you	have	an	avid	reader	in	your	house,	I	want	to	know	what	they	are	reading!		
Have	them	come	in	and	chat	with	me!	
•I	continue	to	get	out	of	the	library	and	into	the	classrooms.		I	am	partnering	
with	teachers	to	talk	with	students	about	our	online	resources,	the	rules	of	
citations	and	how	to	find	good/accurate	information.		I	love	getting	to	work	with	
students	in	the	classroom!	
•New	ebooks	and	audiobooks	have	been	added	to	our	catalog.		We	partner	with	
the	Heartland	AEA	to	provide	these	resources.		Talk	to	us	if	you	need	a	username	
and	password	for	access.	
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Roland-Story High School 2019 Fall Play

 The Roland-Story High School invites you to the 2019 fall play production of “Romeo & Winifred” 
by Charlie Loveit.  Performances will be held on Friday, November 1 and Saturday, November 2 at 
7:00p.m. at the Roland-Story High School auditorium.  Advance tickets available Wednesday, October 
16 at the Roland-Story High School office. 

This hilarious spoof turns Shakespeare upside down and shakes things up with a stage full of zany 
modern-day characters.  With the help of a hilarious passel of chorus members — Oregano, Carpaccio, 
Risotto, Prosciutto, Antipasto, Pesto, Mayo and Romano — as narrators, we get a deliciously funny 
spoof of Romeo and Juliet peppered with comedic and intelligent commentary on every page.  It is 
modern-day New York City, where the high-end Montague’s Department store and the cheapo 
Capulet’s Discount Mart — rival clothing stores — meet in the street to trade vicious insults.  Words 
are their daggers, wielded with such finesse and skill that you could die laughing!  When Romeo and 
Winifred, the heirs to these two retail empires, fall in love, well...  you know the rest.  But this play has 
a happy ending!  “Humph.  Call yourself a tragedy,” exclaims Oregano at the end of the show, 
disappointed to find nobody has died.  With pie fights instead of duels, a nurse obsessed with paper 
cuts, a white leisure suit-wearing Romeo (à la Saturday Night Fever), and an outrageous parody of 
the most romantic scene in literature, you’ll forget the story ever had anything to do with tragedy!

November 1 & 2 7pm
Roland Story High School Auditorium

Tickets:  $5.00 all seats
Advance Tickets Available October 16 

Roland-Story High School
1009 Story Street

Story City, IA  50248
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Newly renovated auditorium. 



Tammy Dickinson-Ferrell

“Character is doing the right thing when nobody’s looking. There are too many people who think 
that the only things that’s right is to get by, and the only that’s wrong is to get caught.”   J.C. 
Watts 

According to page 26 of the Roland-Story High School Student Handbook, 
“Cheating: Students are expected to do their own schoolwork. Cheating by 
looking at another students' schoolwork, coping others' work, copying from other 
sources or other similar cheating is not tolerated. In addition to the discipline 
outlined in this handbook, discipline may include the loss of class credit, and an F 
being placed on the transcript for that particular class.”  

In this modern age, cheating is one of the easiest ways to get good grades. 
There are websites designed to help students cheat. Students can buy papers on 
just about any subject.  There are even academic websites that allow students to 
buy teacher materials to copy as their own. The moral question becomes should 
a student cheat just because they can?  In Room 211, Mrs. Ferrell certainly does 
not think so.  In fact, I have been using a resource for many years to catch 
cheating. It is called TurnItIn.com. TurnItIn is a monster database of student 
essays from all over the world. A student will upload an essay and TurnItIn will do 
a similarity check. If the essay reports as plagiarized, the name or location of the 
plagiarized source is revealed. For example, Student A takes a document from 
Student B’s GoogleDocs and tries to upload as his original work. TurnItIn will 
identify the name of the student who originally submitted the work.  

While this may seem like a “gotcha’” technique, the fact is that ALL students 
should learn that plagiarism should never be tolerated. Cheating only cheats the 
cheater. I remember one of my elementary teachers saying this. Just getting a 
good grade is never worth the risk marring the integrity of a student.  I would 
encourage all parents to have a discussion about the long-term consequences of 
cheating. A student who works hard and learns the content will benefit in multiple 
aspects of life. It is that work ethic that builds good citizens.  

Works Cited 
 "Integrity." Integrity Quotes & Sayings (Behavior, Character, Principle, 
Honor, Doing the Right Thing, etc). 16 Sept. 2019 <http://www.quotegarden.com/
integrity.html>. 
  
 "Roland-Story High School Handbook- Cheating." Roland-Story High 
School. Roland-Story. 16 Sept. 2019 <https://rolandstory.school//hs-
handbook#loaded> 
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Core Values: 

We believe…

people are the priority. 

in passionately pursuing learning. 

in humbly serving others.  

in consistently committing to excellence. 

in communicating, collaborating, and connecting. 

in being leaders with character.  

in the power of positivity. 

in focusing on the journey, not the destination. 
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Roland-Story Class of 2020



Rhonda Johnson, High School Level II/III Special Education 

Frequently asked questions for High School Level II/III Special Education 

1. It depends on the students.  Every student is a little different, and they have different 
needs and different plans for their futures.  We will continue to meet at least once per 
year to develop their IEP.  At that time, we will discuss your child’s plan for their 
future.  This will be a guiding force behind the programming for your child at the high 
school. You will get several questionnaires to fill out before your child’s IEP meeting 
that will help us have these discussions at the IEP meeting.  

2. It is likely that we will have your student participate in our weekly mobility trips, but 
again, that is a team decision made by all IEP team members.  At the high school, we 
usually go on mobility trips on Friday.  We go every Friday, but only eat out every 
other Friday.  This is a time for the students to practice many of their social skills as 
well as generalized skills that they have learned in the classroom in a real world 
environment.  We typically visit a variety of stores, or we may visit the Civic Center in 
Des Moines to take in a show.  When we visit a store, we work on specific skills that 
relate to functional living skills.  We may be having students calculate unit pricing, 
figure pricing to see which is the better buy (brand name vs. generic). We may have 
them practice purchasing within a budget, etc.  

3. Again, this is also an IEP team decision and is based on the needs of the child.  We 
do typically like to place students on jobs in the community for 2 periods of their day, 
for class credit, starting their junior year.  They get 2 elective credits per semester for 
this work experience.  We have had many businesses in town support our program.  
We would like to give a huge shout out and THANK YOU to Los Altos, Dairy Queen, 
Royal Cafe, Bethany Manor, Heartland Pet Hospital, Affordables, True Value, Pizza 
Ranch, Story City Greater Chamber, Roland Library, Bertha Bartlett Public Library, 
Casey’s, KMJ, Story City Market, Roland-Story Schools, Timberland Village, Little 
Flock Daycare, PDG Printing, Dinners By Dawn, and McDonald’s.  If you would ever 
like to host a student for a job for a semester, please feel free to reach out to Rhonda 
Johnson at the high school (733-4329).   
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ROLAND-STORY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION

      AN INVITATION TO YOU - to become a partner in achieving today and planning for 
tomorrow.

Join your friends NOW and plan how you can support the Foundation.  The Foundation 
will continue to grow and achieve its goals with your support!

The Foundation is a corporation chartered by the State of Iowa and governed by a
            separate Board of Trustees.  The Foundation is ready to accept your tax-deductible

contribution today.

The Foundation will publish a list of contributors, unless you ask not to be included on 
the  list, who support the RSSF according to the categories listed below:

  $1-$99 Contributor;         $100-$249 Associate;
  $250-$499 Colleague;         $500-$999 Scholar;
    $1000 and up Norsemen

If you have questions, please contact the Foundation.  Questions should be addressed 
to  and checks made payable to:

Roland-Story School District Foundation (RSSF)
1009 Story Street

Story City, Iowa  50248
(515) 733-4301

*************************************************************************************************************
ROLAND-STORY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

NAME:              

ADDRESS:             

              

TELEPHONE:      CONTRIBUTION:     

              
   Signature Date
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The Roland-Story Newsletter is published five times per year:  at the 
end of each quarter and in July.  It is also available on our website at 

rolandstory.school. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

November 5 & 7 - Parent Teacher Conferences 
November 8- No School 

November 28-29- Thanksgiving Break 
December 23-January 2- Winter Break 


