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Preschool Newsletter- Laurie Arnold, Caryn Watson, Sandy Bauer

Roland-Story offers a preschool program at the elementary school for children who
are age 4 by September 15 of the current school year. The program runs MondayThursday with a morning section and an afternoon section. Days are spent learning
how to be a good friend, cutting, glueing, singing, and developing an understanding
of our abc’s and numbers. If you are interested in preschool, please sign your child
up on the school website under the preschool tab or you may sign up in the
elementary school office. Sign up begins on January 4 and ends April 1st. There will
be a lottery-type drawing to determine enrollment.

In PreK we have been learning about many things within each season. When learning about these
we are continually working on our pre-academic math and literacy skills and social skills. Many
of our activities for literacy and math skills incorporate the themes we talk about.
We have learned what it means and how it looks to be a good learner and friend. We have learned
all about fall; the changes that take place, animals, apples, pumpkins, and firefighters during fire
prevention week. We took time in November to talk about Thanksgiving and all that goes with it
including family, friends and food groups. December we engaged our five senses, read
gingerbread stories, and talked about Christmas. Winter will be all about snow, animals and how
they hibernate, migrate and adapt, and community helpers. Spring brings new life and we learn
about spring weather, baby animals, seeds and plants, and insects.
Pre-Kindergarten is Monday-Friday from 12:30-3:10. We enjoy having Guidance with Mrs. O
and Library with Mrs. Morris. We enjoy getting our physical activity in at recess time and music
is incorporated throughout our day.
Pre-Kindergarten is truly a gift to students. It is a year for them to continue to develop
emotionally and socially. It is a year for them to gain confidence and self-esteem!
Thank You!
Mrs. Flaspohler
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2nd Grade Happenings
Miss Anderson - Mrs. Brueggeman - Mrs. Hull - Miss Olson

Serving others through Kids Against Hunger
Program.

Encouraging new ideas - through inquiry based
lessons

Creative problem solving to find effective math
strategies

Online Learning with Google Classroom
Not Yet! - The power of a growth mindset
Discovering new friendships
Growing plants in our Plant Adventures Science
Unit

Reading fluently (accurately and smoothly)
Adding details to our stories and writing
Determining text evidence to support our answers
Excited to be learning face-to-face
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Title 1 Reading -Mrs. Staton and Mrs. Stevenson

Mrs. Staton and Mrs. Stevenson, Title 1 Reading teachers, have been hard at work helping our
students in their journey to become better readers.
Mrs. Stevenson is using the Wilson Reading Program which emphasizes a systematic approach to
teaching foundational reading skills focusing on phonemic awareness, phonics/word study, high
frequency word study (trick words), vocabulary, spelling, fluency, and comprehension. In addition
there is a handwriting component.
Wilson Reading incorporates a scaffolded, multi-sensory approach that teaches skills sequentially and
cumulatively. Instruction takes place for 25 minutes daily. Students use manipulatives that include
dry erase boards, letter tiles and letter boards as they learn letter-sound correlation and are taught to
segment and blend phonemes.
Mrs. Staton is using Read Naturally with 2nd graders and sight word phrases to build fluency skills.
Our 1st graders are hard at work using the PALs program which reinforces letter sounds, sounding out
& blending words, sight word practice, and practice through reading a connected text.
With our Kindergarten students, we are working on our letter sounds and letter names, sight words,
segmenting 3 letter words, and word families.
The most important thing you can do is put your cell phone down and read to and with your kids each
and every day. Some fun things to do while driving would be rhyming games, find certain letters on
signs, or have your child read to you while you’re driving. It doesn’t take that much time and it’s
quality bonding with your kiddos!
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This year has been challenging in third grade. We have learned a lot about technology and
are learning to be flexible. We are taking our computers home for the first time. We are
learning about responsibility by taking the computers home, remembering to charge them,
and bring them back ready to learn.
We are practicing using a learning menu in case we have to go hybrid or remote. The
students are becoming Google Classroom masters and are using the Kami app to annotate
worksheets.
We continue to work on our new Math series, Bridges. We are learning about number
sense and that there are multiple ways to solve a problem. One of the benefits of Bridges is
that we use manipulatives to help us work problems. Some examples include fraction
pieces, pan scales and weights, tape measures, and base ten blocks.
I

n reading, we practice fluency each day. Third grade is a transition year where

students go from learning to read to reading to learn. We continue to work on
comprehension skills and reading for 15 minutes every night.
We hope to continue to see our students in person on a daily basis, but we are ready
for whatever comes our way.
Mr. DeGroote, Mrs. Nerem & Mrs. Phelan

SPECIAL EDUCATION- MRS. ALONZO

R Rebound

The ending to last year’s school year was sudden and different than

E Effort

any of us could have expected! Now we are back, and I am extremely

S Strength

grateful to be working with students in person this year. While the

I Innovate
L Life

way we do things has been different, the appreciation I have for the
colleagues and students I work with remains the same. Each year,
Mr. Town shares a word with Roland-Story Middle School students

I Independence

and staff. A word that we are meant to focus on throughout the year.

E Experience

This year, Mr. Town absolutely nailed it with the word RESILIENCE.

N Non-judgmental

In these unprecedented times, resilience can be the one constant we

C Composure

all have. Below are just a few words that students thought of when

E

Encouragement
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5TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES
MR. SHEAHAN
This has certainly been a year for the history books! The students have adapted very well
and have been very resilient to everything that has come their way this year. I have been
very thankful that we have been in person so far this school year. Still is crazy seeing the
kids at recess or lunch and actually getting to see their smiling faces. Definitely one of the
main things I have missed so far this school year. But our 5th graders have come in eager
and excited to learn each day which is great to see, and makes 2020 not seem as bad.
We have entered our Colonization unit for social studies. This is our second year with the
new standards, which are more inquiry based. Our essential question for the unit is: What
is the impact of people settling in a new place? We just got done answering our first
compelling question of the unit which was: How did English colonists and Native
Americans both clash and cooperate at the first early colonies? (Roanoke Island,
Jamestown, and Plymouth) Students wrote me an essay answering that question using
evidence we have talked about over those three colonies. They talked about how all three
groups had clashes with natives, but also cooperated with them as the natives helped
them get the needed supplies in order to survive those first tough years in a brand new
and unknown land.
We will now turn our attention towards the Middle and Southern colonies and how and
why they were developed, what life was like for those living there, and how it is different
amongst the three colonial regions. Students will answer supporting questions along the
way to help their learning. They get to be pretty creative in their learning for the rest of the
unit as well. They will write me a journal entry as if they were a colonist in the Middle
Colonies explaining what life was like and why they went to live their. They will create an
advertisement trying to get people to come to one of the three regions we have covered.
The 5th graders will end the unit by creating a comic strip answering the essential
question, explaining different things that occur when people settle in a new place. So I will
be able to get to see the artistic side of the kids.
What a wild ride this year has been and hopefully we have less twists, turns, and bumps
the rest of the way.
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Standards-Based LearningIn an effort to improve learning and communication in 5th and 6th-grade math we have
introduced elements of Standards-Based Learning in our classrooms. The purpose of SBL is
to assess a student's progress based on a standard of learning, rather than simply average
scores on homework, classwork, and tests to produce a letter grade.
How will the student be graded?
Grading will be focused on assessments that give evidence that the student has become
proficient in regard to a standard. Students will be assessed using the following rubric:
3
Meets Expectations

2
Progressing Toward
Expectations

1
Does Not Yet Meet
Expectations

The student meets
expectations of grade-level
standard and consistently
and independently applies
concepts, processes, and
skills.

The student is progressing
toward expectations of
grade-level standard and is
beginning to apply
concepts, processes, and
skills.

The student does not yet
meet expectations gradelevel standard and cannot
apply concepts, processes,
and skills without
substantial teacher support.

If a student is not yet able to provide evidence that they have met the expectations of the
grade-level standard they will have the opportunity to revisit the practice/learning and
reassess.

Kim Petersen, 5th grade math
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What do you mean by re-assessment?
On assessments that determine whether a student has met the standard, students will have
the opportunity to be assessed until they show evidence that they have met the standard.
Re-assessment will only occur after a student offers evidence that they have studied/
practiced further or that a teacher has engaged with the student in re-teaching. Not every
concept will be mastered at the end of a unit due to the spiraling of the math curriculum.
Since the curriculum does spiral it allows students multiple opportunities for additional
practice and reassessment throughout the school year.
Why are we doing this?
Our goal is to communicate student learning in the context of learning standards that are
important to their success in math. Simply completing work is not enough. We want to
ensure that we have evidence that a student has learned the content and grown in their
abilities to solve and apply math concepts.

7TH & 8TH GRADE MATHEMATICS -MS. HOUCK
This year in Pre-Algebra we have been working through the 8th grade Geometry
standards. Students have learned about rigid transformations, dilations, similarity, and
congruence. We have used a variety of methods for learning including Quizizz, MobyMax,
Assessments. This has helped me as an instructor connect with students both in the
classroom and remotely. Students have also completed worksheets and an activity called
"He Said, She Said" in which they have to choose the correct answer and explain why they
chose the one they did. Activities like this have really helped students understand the "why"
behind the different math skills they are learning about. We will soon be starting our unit over
slope, proportional relationships, and finding slope.
In Algebra 1, students are busy learning about solving equations and will soon be
working on solving inequalities. They have gotten some practice with writing and solving
equations when given word problems and will be getting more experience with it as the
year progresses. Algebra 1 students have gotten to complete a scavenger hunt and have
worked through many problems on Quizizz, Kahoot, and worksheets. Students in Algebra 1
have enjoyed the variety of ways that they have been able to engage with math and learn
through play.
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7th Grade Math, Social Studies and Leadership
Mrs. Holmes
Oh YES! Bring it on 2020. 7th graders are pretty resilient and hard to slow down! We
are having an incredible year because of them! Some of us have learned to be remote
learners while most of us are learning in the classroom and have adjusted to the situation in
a successful way!
Social Studies has been a “Connecting The Dots” kind of a year. We have learned
about the democracy, philosophers and culture of Greece and applied it to the progression
into the government of the United States. Next, we went into Rome and have learned how
the Roman Republic also has impacted the progression of the United States government.
Most importantly, how both Greece and Rome started a progression into our Republic
Democracy. The students are such good learners and always have a lot to add to
discussions.
We are moving into the first 25 presidents and looking for how things have changed
as well as how things have stayed the same. Then the students will look at the presidents
26-44 and again see what is similar and what has changed.
On Mondays in Social Studies we talk about leadership. We have learned our top
three leadership characteristics as well as our bottom one. They look at how their three top
characteristics can positively affect their weakness or bottom characteristic. They get it and it
is so fun to see them process it all. Next is to learn how to apply it and go throughout the
school year with the end in mind.
In math we have accomplished scaling, negative and positive integers, glimpse of
Geometry and a glance at Algebra. Much of the rest of the year will be mastering Algebra
and Geometry while reviewing concepts of math that make them successful at each! Being
good math learners is our goal. If we keep striving to understand, we will learn it. When we
learn it, we can begin to enjoy it. Confidence comes from fighting through hard things and
we will grow because of it.
As our first semester starts to show an end, I am beyond pleased and proud of this
group of 7th grade learners! I enjoy them everyday and as always I learn from them as well.
I learn from their resilience, forgiveness, and ability to enjoy the moment!
I have no doubts we will finish this semester and year STRONG! We know that we
can be proactive and prepare rather than react, prioritize, and work with the end in mind!
Applying our leadership knowledge to our Social Studies, Math, and our whole day is the
goal! We ALL have value and we all have different strengths and skills. This makes us
unique and able to be a positive addition to each and every situation we find ourselves in!
FINISH STRONG and enjoy the process …..
Norsemen

9

ROLAND-STORY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

December 2020

School Math - Darrin Berggren

This year there are three sections of Algebra 2 at the high school. We have been moving
through a lot of different topics including: geometric and arithmetic sequences, polynomials,
factoring, and looking at and interpreting graphs. We are now just starting to look at
exponents which will lead into imaginary and complex numbers.
There is one section of Integrated Math 2. We have been going through a lot of Pre-Algebra
and Algebra topics. This has been a great group to work with and we have spent time on:
exponents, scientific notation, area and volume, rational and irrational numbers,
pythagorean theorem and its converse. We will now start to look at linear equations and
systems.
There is one section of Integrated Math 3. We have spent a lot of time on graphing and
looking at the similarities and differences of linear equations, exponential equations, and
quadratic equations. The second semester we will look at some financial literacy lessons
using Dave Ramsey’s curriculum.
We have two sections of Pre-Calculus this year. I teach one section and Mr. Stover teaches
the other. We have started out with a lot of review of some Algebra 2 topics including
analyzing polynomial equations and graphs, logarithmic equations, and other algebra
topics.
It has been a fun start to the year and I feel very fortunate and excited to be teaching high
school math again. It has been great getting to connect with and teach these students
again, as well as work with the great staff and administrators. I am looking forward to many
more years of teaching high school math at Roland-Story.
High School Math Courses – Leland Schwartz
This year there are three sections of Geometry at the high school. So far the main topics students
studied are deductive and inductive reasoning and the properties of basic geometric shapes such as
triangles and quadrilaterals. The students will soon be studying properties of circles, polygons, and 3dimensional shapes.
There are three sections of Algebra I this year. These students are using Illustrative Mathematics,
which is done completely online. Students started the year studying how to use linear equations and
inequalities to model and solve problems. Then they looked at two-variable statistics. This included
topics such as two-way frequency tables and using a scatter plot to find a linear equation that can
model data and predict future values. The first semester finishes with a study of functions. The second
semester will be spent digging deeper into different types of mathematical functions, including
exponential and quadratics functions.
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HIGH SCHOOL FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES- MRS. KATIE BROUWER
Foods and Nutrition students enjoy the flavors of fall
At the end of October, Foods and Nutrition students transformed pie pumpkins from the
FFA’s garden into three different pumpkin baked goods. Students roasted the rind to create
pumpkin puree and roasted pumpkin seeds. They blended the roasted pumpkin rind into
fresh pumpkin puree. Students then prepared whole grain muffins, pumpkin bars, and a
pumpkin pie from the fresh pumpkin puree. This was a great experience for students to see
the process of farm to table for an ingredient that we typically purchase canned.
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WELCOME TO HIGH SCHOOL PE: Larry Ammerman
9-12 Physical Education / Health & Wellness / Asst. Football / Head Girls Golf
What is physical education?
Per the CDC (Center For Disease Control
and Prevention), Physical education
provides life skills that encourage students
to be active and fit for life. It has a positive
impact on students’ physical, mental, and
emotional health.
The COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically
changed how schools operate and has
brought to the forefront the importance of
prioritizing the health and well-being of all
students, while taking extra precautionary
measures of sanitizing in our classrooms.
The CDC recommends that schools offer
physical education and health education as
part of a well-rounded education for all students during COVID-19, regardless of
whether they will be providing in-school learning, distance learning, or using a hybrid
learning approach.
The Roland-Story Physical Education Department attempts to provide a wide variety of
activities so all students have the opportunity to learn and participate in many life long
activities.
Emphasis is on participating to the best of one’s ability, appropriate conduct in a coeducational setting, cooperation with peers, and having fun in the various activities.
Benefits of Physical Activity
According to the CDC (Center For Disease Control and Prevention), regular physical
activity can help children and adolescents improve cardiorespiratory fitness, build strong
bones and muscles, control weight, reduce symptoms of anxiety and depression, and
reduce the risk of developing health conditions such as:
•

Heart Disease.

•

Cancer.

•

Type 2-Diabetes.

•

High Blood Pressure.

•

Osteoporosis.

•

Obesity.
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Physical Activity and Academic Achievement
According to the CDC (Center For Disease Control and Prevention):
• Students who are physically active tend to have better grades, school attendance,
cognitive performance (e.g., memory), and classroom behaviors (e.g., on-task
behavior).
• Higher physical activity and physical fitness levels are associated with improved
cognitive performance (e.g., concentration, memory) among students.
Physical education prepares children to be physically and mentally active, and helps
them stay fit and healthy for life. Here are some of the many benefits children receive
from a quality PE program:
•Improved physical fitness.
•Skill and motor skills development.
•Provides regular, healthful physical activity.
•Teaches self-discipline.
•Facilitates development of student responsibility for health and fitness.
•Influence moral development, leadership, and cooperation with others.
•Stress reduction – an outlet for releasing tension and anxiety.
•Strengthened peer relationships.
•Physical education can improve self-confidence and self-esteem.
•Respect - PE helps you respect your body, classmates and teammates.
•Experience in setting goals.
•Improved academics!
PE teaches children how to be active in many sports or activities. They take their new
skills and confidence and use them outside of school ...for life.
Why is physical education in our local schools important? Many teens are showing early
signs of cardiovascular risk factors such as physical inactivity, excess weight, high blood
cholesterol and cigarette smoking. Inactive children are more likely to become inactive
adults. Healthy lifestyle training should start in childhood to promote, improved
cardiovascular health in adult life.
As children we spend most of our time playing. As we get older we lose sight of how
much fun it is to play. We are hoping to help students remember how much fun playing
and learning can be!
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Industrial Technology news from first semester 2020-21:
Paul Higginbottom
Roland-Story Industrial Technology students
continue to demonstrate their skills in product
design and product development. New equipment
purchases each year allows students to enhance
their skill level and make better and higher quality
projects. It also makes them better prepared for
employment in the skilled trades. The following is a
summary of the curriculum for each class this
semester:

Computer Integrated ManufacturingThis course involves the study of modern
manufacturing automation through the use of
C.A.D. (Computer Aided Design), C.N.C.
(Computer Numeric Coding), and C.A.M. (Computer
Aided Machining). Building on computer solid modeling skills, students use C.N.C. equipment
to produce actual models of three-dimensional designs. A new addition this year is a Makerbot
3-D printer. Students are now able to produce a 3 dimensional prototype of their computer
generated design.

Wood Processes and Production –
During this semester students did a great deal of work on
various wood joints used in woodworking and cabinet making
construction. We experimented with a simple box project
that utilized five different joinery techniques. Several
supporting assignments helped to develop an understanding
of wood identification, board feet calculations, cost estimating
and wood finishing methods. All of these learned techniques
helped students as they completed their final individual
semester projects.

Welding –
The work done in Welding Technology focuses on
the entire process of fusing metal. Students
learned welding blue-print reading and
development, metal preparation, equipment settings
and adjustments, weld joint construction, welding in
various positions and weld finishing. All students
demonstrated Oxyacetylene Welding (OFW),
Electric Arc Welding (SMAW) and Gas Metal Arc
Welding (GMAW) processes. All of these skills
were applied to their final Welding Project for the
Semester.
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Technical Drawing –
Technical Drawing is one of the most important courses offered in Industrial Technology. All of
the other Industrial Technology courses utilize the skills and information provided in Technical
Drawing. Students learn basic drafting skills, measurement (using fractions and decimals),
multi-view drawings, isometric design and Computer Aided Design (C.A.D.) for both Engineering
and Architecture.

Multimedia –
Multimedia is a year round course that summarizes the events and activities surrounding the
Roland-Story school year. The final product to come from the year’s efforts is, of course, the
hard bound publication known as the yearbook. Students learn digital photography and photo
editing. Using the Jostens Yearbook Website these photographs are imported onto the page
templates. The pages are then arranged and manipulated to final design layout and then sent
off for publication.
You can order your R.S. Yearbook by going to their website: www.jostens.com

Second Semester Courses will include:
Materials Processing
Metals Technology
Engineering CAD
Architectural CAD
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The Roland-Story Newsletter
is published five times per
year: at the end of each
quarter and in July. It is also
available on our website at
rolandstory.school.
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DATES TO REMEMBER:
Parent Teacher Conferences
Middle School February 9th
Elementary February 11th

No School Days
December 23 - January 4
Winter Break
February 19-Profession Development

Roland-Story CSD
1009 Story Street
Story City, IA 50248

Postal Customer
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