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New	Elementary	Counselor	

My	name	is	Mandi	O'Loughlin	and	I	am	the	new	School	Counselor	at	Roland-Story	Elementary.		I	
am	originally	from	Adel,	Iowa.		I	have	a	degree	in	Social	Work	from	Iowa	State	University.		I	
worked	as	a	social	worker	for	4	years	before	I	earned	my	master’s	degree	in	School	Counseling	
from	the	University	of	Northern	Iowa.		This	will	be	my	6th	year	as	a	School	Counselor. 

I	just	moved	to	Story	City	this	summer	with	my	husband,	Bre8	and	our	son,	Cale	(3).		During	our	free	
Ame,	we	love	to	cheer	on	the	Cyclones,	golf,	and	travel	together.	 

Services	Available	from	the	Elementary	Counseling	Department:		

Classroom	Lessons 
I	reach	100%	of	the	student	populaAon	by	teaching	classroom	guidance	lessons.		During	these	
lessons	we	cover	topics	such	as: 
-Friendships 
-Character	EducaAon 
-Careers 
-Bullying 
-Social	Skills 
Small	Group	Counseling 
This	is	available	to	all	students.		Topics	include: 
-Friendship 
-Family	Changes 
-Social	Skills 
-Grief 
-Anxiety 
Individual	Counseling 

Students	may	be	referred	to	the	counselor	as	deemed	necessary	by	parents,	teachers,	and/or	
administrators.		

Bit.ly/bookmrso	

Otherwise,	please	feel	free	to	email	or	call	any4me	with	ques4ons	or	concerns	regarding	your	
student.	 
LIKE	my	page	on	Facebook:	Roland-Story	Elementary	Counseling	Corner 

I	will	be	here	in	the	elementary	every	day	of	the	week.		My	schedule	consists	of	classroom	
guidance,	small	groups,	and	individual	counseling	throughout	the	day!	 

If	you	have	a	concern	about	your	student	no	ma8er	how	BIG	or	small,	please	use	the	website	below	
to	schedule	an	appointment	to	speak	with	me	over	the	phone	or	in	person.		

I	am	honored	to	have	this	opportunity	to	serve	the	children	and	their	families	here	at	Roland-Story!	
Let’s	have	a	great	year! 
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Music Notes

Greetings from the music room!  It has been a wonderful start to the new school year!  We 
are all loving the new music room at the elementary.  If  you haven’t had a chance to see all the 
wonderful changes, please stop by when you can.  It has been intriguing to see the kids interact 
with the new room and our new SMART Board.  It is fun to use new technologies to teach 
musical concepts that must be learned. 
  
 We are about to start our recorder unit in 4th grade and the 
kids are extremely excited.  We use a curriculum called Recorder 
Karate.  The students practice their songs and then work to pass 
different belts.  Each belt increases in difficulty, ending ultimately in 
black belt.  We then move on to second, third, fourth,…(etc.) 
degrees of  black belts for those that are progressing quickly.  To 
make sure that we are ready to read our recorder music, we have 
been refreshing our knowledge of  the treble clef  note names.  The 
students are doing great, and you should soon hear recorder music 
being played in the towns of  Story City and Roland.  

The Kindergarten, First and Fourth grades will once again be having informances taking 
place during the day in November.  Please look for notes coming home with more information 
about those informances.  The 2nd and 3rd graders will have their performances on Thursday, 
December 6th @ 6:45 and 7:30.  We will soon be starting our work on those concerts! 

 It is exciting to be singing, playing, and making music 
together again and in such a great space!  Thanks for supporting and 
encouraging us, our work is so very important.  “The fact that 
children make beautiful music is less significant than the fact that 
music can make beautiful children" - Cheryl Lavender. 
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A Year of Firsts

	 Kindergarten is an important year for both students and parents and often a 
year of firsts.  Our kindergarteners are very likely to lose 

their first tooth, read their first book, or write their first 
story during the next few months.   

  	 For some children this is a first opportunity to be 
away from home.  We are learning to spend the day with the 
company of new friends and to communicate with Mom and 
Dad about what each new day brings. 

	School offers children a new place to show responsibility for 
themselves.  Kindergarten children are ready for many first 

time responsibilities at school as well as at home, and it is a great time to establish 
‘chores’ and routines in which children can make a contribution to family life and feel 
pride in that. 

	 First experiences with peer relationships and practicing problem solving are 
found at school.  On the playground and in the classroom we 
practice sharing and cooperation, questioning skills, respect and 
independence. 

	 There are many academic firsts.  Our Core Standards are 
very Kindergarten specific and break down Math, Language Arts, 
Science, and Social Studies concepts and skills into many 
measurable  outcomes.  While parents may remember learning 
their alphabet in kindergarten, today’s students will be challenged to 
apply many skills in reading and writing, as well as counting, adding, subtracting and 
comparing numbers.  These standards and expectations for our students may result 
in your child’s first experience with homework. 

 	 With parents, teachers and students working together, this year of firsts will fly 
by.  Each new success adding skill and confidence on our way to First Grade! 

For more information on the Iowa Core visit  

https://iowacore.gov/iowa-core/grade/k
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	HOW	TO	HELP	YOUR	FIRST	GRADER-	Mrs.	Thein,	Mrs.	Nelson,	Mrs.	Sanderson,	Mrs.	Johnson	

“What	can	I	do	at	home	to	help	my	child	be	successful	at	school?”	is	a	question	that	is	often	
asked.	We	are	glad	to	provide	suggestion,	as	it	shows	a	concern	and	willingness	to	support	your	
child’s	education	at	home	as	well	as	at	school.		

*By	this	time	of	the	year,	Sirst	graders	have	received	instruction	on	many	of	
the	fundamentals	of	both	reading	and	math.	They	need	lots	of	practice	using	
the	skills	and	strategies	they	have	been	working	on.	THEY	CANNOT	
PRACTICE	TOO	MUCH!	However,	keep	practice	sessions	short	and	to	the	
point	or	your	student	will	quickly	lose	interest	and	enthusiasm.	

*Listen	to	your	child	read	daily.	Rereading	familiar	stories	is	a	good	strategy	
for	building	Sluency	and	comprehension.	Reading	new	material	encourages	your	child	to	apply	
and	strengthen	recently	learned	skills.		

*Be	a	role	model	for	your	children.	Let	them	see	you	using	reading,	writing,	and	math	in	real	life	
situations	for	both	work	and	leisure.	Talk	to	them	
about	what	you	are	doing.	Involve	them	in	
conversations	and	invite	their	questions.		

*Get	your	Sirst	grader	their	very	own	library	card	
and	make	stopping	at	the	library	for	books	a	
regular	part	of	your	routine.	It	needn’t	take	more	
than	15	minutes,	but	it	could	make	a	lifetime	of	
difference	of	your	child.		

*Help	your	child	practice	and	master	basic	addition	
and	subtraction	facts	through	10.	Answers	should	

come	“automatically”.	Flashcards	can	be	used	in	lots	of	ways	to	help	with	this.		
	
*Communicate	your	pride	in	your	Sirst	grader’s	efforts	
and	accomplishments.	It	is	truly	amazing	what	they	
already	learned	to	do!	Thank	you	for	being	an	
encouraging	and	enthusiastic	supporter	of	your	child	
and	their	education!		
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FROM THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
MRS. KATE HARTZLER

Wow!  We have made it through the first month as well as open 
house.  One more thank you to all the parents and visitors who 
have made the drop off and pick up go so smoothly.  Soon we will 
have signs to help keep the traffic flowing in the right direction.  
Remember that we have the drive through on the west side of the 
building where your children come to you.  If you want to pick up 
the kids, you can park and either wait outside for them or you can 
come into the main office doors and pick them up.   We ask that 
parents enter through the north doors.  Continue to follow on 
Facebook for updates and reminders.  

We had a meet and greet at the beginning of the year for the 
seventh year in a row.   Remember that this is in place of our parent 

night and teachers provide information for the whole year on this 
night.  It seemed to give everyone a chance to get organized the night before and start the first day a 
little more settled.  If you have any comments or suggestions about this night, please don’t hesitate to 
let us know. 

We are currently doing our first round of FAST reading and testing for the fall.  You will be receiving 
those results from your child’s teacher.  The Early Literacy Implementation law tells us to test and let 
parents know if students are persistently at risk (PatR).  A child becomes PatR when they don’t reach 
benchmark 2 screening periods in a row.  There is a contract that the principal, teacher, parent and 
student all fill out once a year stating how we will all work to try and get the child back to benchmark.

Based on our first round of data, we have different reading programs that we use.  Our PAL (Program 
of Assisted Literacy) works with kindergarten and K-3 has Title I.  PAL is one on one reading 
instruction and Title I is small group reading instruction.  For the first few weeks of school, we are 
moving kids into and out of those groups based on daily feedback.  Now that we have more feedback 
from the above named tests, we have moved students into intervention groups based on skill level. 
  These groups will continue to be flexible and students will move into and 
out of these groups.

We are also screening three times a year in the area of math using the 
Fastbridge Learning Site.   The teachers are able to use that information to 
make decisions about instruction.  For our 1st and 2nd grade students, we 
use our Chromebook cart and get classes tested in their classrooms.

Mrs. O’Loughlin and I will once again be hosting the Parent Advisory 
meetings.  You should have received information on this at the beginning of the year.  If you are still 
interested in being on our counsel, please call the school and visit with one of us.  We hope that 
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having meetings together we are able to cover more programs going on in our building.  Our first 
meeting was Tuesday, October 23rd at 7:00.  Our spring meeting will be March 25th at 7:00.  Our 
meetings are held in the elementary library.

I want to thank you for helping with our annual PTO fundraiser.  We plan to use the money to 
continue to purchase classroom supplies and other needs in the building. 

We continue to use our problem solving process through the AEA(Area Education Agency).  This is 
called the BAT (Building Assistance Team) process.  This works by having teachers (or parents) refer 
a child to the BAT team, which consists of Mrs. O’Loughlin, Mrs. Lyman, Mrs. Stevenson and me. 
 Once the child has been referred, we meet with the teacher, parents and BAT team to discuss the 
situation.  We decide what needs the student has and we make a plan for school and possibly home.  
The process continues if things don’t seem to improve and as we move further into the BAT process, 
the more help we receive from the AEA.  If at any time the student improves, then we keep doing 

what we are doing and cease the BAT process.  That is always our ultimate goal.

For the 12th year we will be having reading intervention.  This program gives 
all of our students 25 extra minutes of reading instruction at the level they need 
the instruction.  The focus is on our students who aren’t at benchmark and those 
groups use very scripted programs and the groups are quite small.  All other 
students are in groups at the reading level appropriate for them.  They are 
working on grade level or above grade level techniques to improve their 
reading as well.  

We are working on looking at writing instruction in our classrooms this year for our professional 
development.  We have looked into the research behind writing instruction in the elementary school.  
We will be getting some more guidance on best practice, common core standards and we will also talk 
about aligning the curriculum throughout the grade levels.  

We have a  Facebook page titled “Roland-Story Elementary School”.  Like us and follow us and all of 
the things happening here at school.  I also have a Twitter account-@khartzler24.  If you would like to 
sign up for my Remind 101 (I send out announcements about things happening here) text 
@mshartzler at 81010 and you will be signed up for Remind.

Again, the year is off to a good start.  Thank you for sending your children 
to us.  When making decisions, we try and keep what’s best for children at 
the front of the discussion.  If you ever have any questions, concerns or 
comments, don’t hesitate to call or come in.  My number is 733-4386; 
Email-khartzler@roland-story.k12.ia.us
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Sixth Grade GRIT
Cathy McKim

The sixth grade class uses the acronym GRIT to encompass the behaviors we want to promote in 
classroom that we feel are beneficial for our students.  GRIT stands for:  Growth Mindset, Resilience,  
Integrity, Tenacity.    First we needed to clearly define what was meant by these buzzwords for our 
students. 

Growth Mindset: Students believe their basic abilities, their intelligence, their talents can change and 
improve over time

Resilience: Students use their capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.

Integrity: Students exhibit the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles; moral 
uprightness.

Tenacity:  Students display the quality or act of being very determined; determination.

 We track student success towards these values by using a program called Class Dojo.  Students 
receive thumbs up points as individuals, groups and whole class for displaying these GRIT behaviors 
as well as other behaviors such as assignment completion, being prepared for 
class, and respect, to name a few.  Class Dojo also allows the teachers to 
post examples of student work, projects, and interactions that 
display GRIT.  Students love to have something posted on Class 
Dojo and parents have responded with many  favorable 
comments.  This is yet another positive way to enhance 
communication and celebrate the great things that are happening 
in the classroom. In the first three weeks of school  all 6th grade 
homeroom classes were posting 90% or better on all four of the 
GRIT behaviors.  Great statistics 6th grade!!!

The sixth grade also chose their own words this year, in the Jon Gordon style of One Word Can 
Change Your Life.   Some of their amazing words were:  Bold, Do, Believe, 
Create, Courageous,  Focus, Strength , Faith,  Determined, Inspire, 
Overcome and Adventure.   These words became personal narratives that 
described what the words meant to them and how they will live out that 
word this year. 

The sixth grade teaching team supports this wonderful group of students as 
they focus on their one word and develop the  behaviors  of  Growth 

Mindset, Resilience, Integrity and Tenacity.  
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7th Grade Science
Mrs. Vinson

 The new school year is off to a busy start in Science!  We began the 
year, as always, working on establishing routines and learning how to 
best work with each other.  Our first “test of teamwork” came in the form 
of working through the steps of the scientific method to build bridges. 
 Our goal was to build a bridge using newspaper, masking tape, and a 
balloon that could hold a phone book for 5 seconds without falling or 
breaking and was tall enough for the phone book to pass underneath in a 
vertical position.  Each team was given only 10 minutes to build their 
bridge before we put them to the test!  This is the first year since I started 
using this activity where I was asked what a phone book was!  What a 

“wow moment” in my day as I realized just how old I was and how much 
our world has changed! 

 From there we have transitioned into our study of astronomy. 
 The majority of the first semester of science is focused on outer space. 
 Our first “mission” is studying the interactions of the Sun, Moon, and 
Earth.  There are several hands-on activities that we will do in class to 
help explore and explain things including seasons, moon phases, and 
the timing of the interactions of the Sun, Moon, and Earth.  We will also 
take a look back in history at some famous space travel events and 
have a chance to “witness” them through audio reports by Walter Cronkite.  After mastering 
our own planet, we will start to do a comparison of the other planets in our solar system. 
 One of our big projects this semester will be creating a civilization on the moon!  Just think, 
with all of the advances in technology and space study, this could be a reality in some of our 
students’ lifetimes!  Based on our topics of study, I guess I could say that the first semester 
of science is out of this world! 
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Conferences will be held for all PK-12 
students on


Tuesday, November 6th & Thursday, 
November 8th.


There will be early dismissals at 2:15/2:30 
on both of those days.
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School Counselor’s Corner ~Michael Oleson 

To begin this article, please feel free to find and “like” the “Roland-Story Middle 
School Counselor” Facebook page! I post happenings and info regarding current topics, 
Guidance and classroom lesson updates,  as well as Student Ambassador and Builders 
Club information and pictures to share in the spirit of regular communication. For today, I’d 
like to highlight two programs that are thriving at Roland-Story Middle School: Builders Club 
and Student Ambassadors.  

Builders Club: A leadership program that began a few years ago has now 
morphed into a large group of students who are willing to be 
servant leaders! I am super excited to share that we have such 
an amazing group of students who have a sincere desire to be 
involved in the this  program. This aligns quite well with the 
energy for Builders Club at our first morning meeting of the year. 
Based on the sign-in that day we had 81 students meeting 
together with servant and leadership driven hearts wanting to 
humbly serve others via a program that began in 2015-2016 with 
about 18-20 some students!! This is a group that has certainly 
gained a lot of traction that is open to any student at RSMS to be 
involved in! We complete a variety of opportunities to give back 
and lead. These include, but are not limited to: making and taking 
Valentine greetings to Bethany Life Communities and having conversations with residents, 
hosting a Dodgeball Fundraiser (last spring we purchased and assembled an awesome 
picnic style table for our courtyard where students can go outside and eat lunch or read 
outside), collected and delivered toys for Blank Children’s Hospital, prepared and delivered 
May Day Baskets to each staff member at RSMS, and various other smaller scale service 
opportunities along the way. Thank you to the Roland Kiwanis Club for their solid 
commitment to our program! We typically meet the first and third Thursday morning of each 
month from 7:45-8:20, and any RSMS student is encouraged to be involved in this dynamic 
group! 

Student Ambassadors: At Roland-Story Middle School, Student Ambassadors are 
fifth through eighth graders that volunteer their time to represent their homerooms, grade 
levels, and school. The qualities that make a good Ambassador include: maturity, 
organization, leadership, dependability, trustworthiness, good attendance, cooperative spirit, 
caring, knowing how to make others feel welcome, being courteous, and are knowledgeable 
about what is happening at their grade level. The nucleus for the group of ambassadors will 
be individuals identified as upstanding students of good leadership and character by each 
respective homeroom teacher. This leadership group continues to grow with increased 
student interest. Last year, I expanded the group to three students per homeroom. This year, 
each RSMS homeroom will have five students selected to represent their homeroom for the 
year. This is due to the large number of students expressing an interest to serve their school, 
which is a wonderful situation to have for this program! Last year was an amazing year for 
Student Ambassadors, as it was the best cohesive, service-oriented group of Student 
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Ambassadors I've had in 15 years of running an Ambassador program. They helped with a 
fundraiser to help the Animal Rescue League, completed hours of fall and spring clean up 
around our RSMS campus, met regularly during a weekly lunch meeting schedule, assisted 
new faces to RSMS by providing new student tours, the 7th/
8th grade Student Ambassadors host a themed dance in the 
fall, come up with Spirit Week themes for Red Ribbon Week 
and Homecoming Week, “Mix it Up at Lunch Day” and a 
variety of other activities that come up through the year. The 
ambassadors will gain as much from the experience as the 
individuals they help. The Student Ambassadors will be 
meeting new people, developing friendships, expanding their 
current skills, further knowledge and interests, provide fun for 
themselves as well as those they are helping, enhancing communication skills amongst 
peers and adults, and ultimately emerge as young leaders today for tomorrow. This year, I 
will have each grade level focus on one of our District’s core values and let them determine 
how this theme will drive their vision of service and leadership for the year at their grade 
level. We will also do some collaboration across grade levels, which should further unite our 
building while providing opportunities to collaborate with peers in different grades. 

As you can see, RSMS has some growing leadership programs that are paving the 
way for leaders to serve in the future! It is a blessing to be able to work with these students 
and to watch them grow as they humbly serve others. Thanks for your support, and always 
feel free to reach out with questions, concerns, and ideas! 

District Core Values 
We believe… 
  people are the priority. 
  in passionately pursuing learning. 
   in humbly serving others.  
   in consistently committing to excellence. 
  in communicating, collaborating and connecting. 
   in being leaders with character.   
  in the power of positivity. 
  in focusing on the journey, not the destination. 
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7th	Grade	Language	~	Katie	Kentner	

 The 2018-2019 school year has started off with some amazing things in 
7th grade! We have a new group of seventh graders, and they are here and eager 
to learn. Everyday students enter the classroom with positive, ready to learn 
attitudes, and this wonderful climate is seen throughout the building in all 
students and staff! What a bright, positive way to start off the year.  

 The first week of school, the seventh grade students enjoyed interacting 
in team building activities. In their reading class, they were asked to create a 
tower that could hold the weight of a tennis ball. This tower needed to be constructed with four 
drinking straws, six rubber bands, four popsicle sticks, and one long piece of masking tape. Through 
this activity students were able to have a conversation about positive and negative character traits that 
may enter the classroom. Then they took it one step further! They used this conversation to craft their 
rules for 7th grade; all of the rules were centered around “being a good learner.” The students are 
loving the ownership they have over their own learning in the classroom! What a great way to start an 
awesome year.

  

8th	Grade	Math	with	Mr.	Berggren	

The	8th	grade	math	and	7th	grade	Pre-Algebra	classes	have	been	working	hard	on	geometric	
transformaAons	so	far	this	year.		Students	are	exploring	several	different	rigid	transformaAons	that	

include:	translaAons,	rotaAons,	and	reflecAons.		Students	are	seeing	how	
performing	these	transformaAons	to	various	shapes	does	not	change	the	
size	or	shape	of	the	object.		Students	are	also	being	introduced	to	dilaAons	
and	how	angle	measures	are	preserved	in	parallel	lines	cut	by	a	
transversal.	

The	8th	grade	Algebra	class	is	starAng	off	the	year	looking	at	the	different	
properAes	of	numbers	and	funcAons.		They	are	building	off	a	lot	of	the	
knowledge	they	gained	last	year	in	Pre-Algebra	and	are	off	to	a	great	start.		
They	soon	will	be	solving	equaAons	and	graphing	linear	equaAons	before	
moving	on	to	some	more	complex	problems.	

We	have	a	great	group	of	kids	this	year	and	they	are	all	working	hard	in	the	classroom.		We	talk	a	lot	
about	se_ng	goals	and	creaAng	habits	to	achieve	those	goals.		So	far,	the	students	have	bought	in	
and	are	creaAng	some	great	daily	habits.		I	am	really	excited	to	see	where	they	end	up	come	June.	
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Middle School Art  ~Mrs. Doyle 

8th	Grade	art	students	are	returning	to	the	Middle	School	art	room	for	
the	4th	and	Sinal	time.		The	Sirst	rotation	just	completed	building	clay	
spheres,	where	they	had	to	create	a	design	that	would	utilize	different	
levels	up,	as	well	as	down,	before	hollowing	out	the	spheres.		This	is	
only	my	2nd	year	teaching	this	project	and	it	has	been	fun	to	see	the	
boundaries	be	pushed	more	with	each	group.		Students	are	now	
working	on	their	pointillism	self-portraits	where	all	of	the	values	are	
created	with	marker	dots.	
	

I	am	meeting	the	7th	grade	students	for	
the	Sirst	time	and	learning	what	they	are	
excited	about	in	the	art	room.		They	are	in	
the	process	of	Sinishing	their	abstract	
collages	and	designing	their	clay	mugs,	
where	the	2-dimensional	drawing	must	become	the	3-dimensional	
handle.		It’s	always	fun	to	see	what	creativity	they	bring	to	this	
project.	

We	are	working	hard	so	that	there	is	a	great	selection	of	artwork	to	
display	at	this	year’s	Octagon	Middle	School	Art	show	and	we	have	
been	inspired	by	last	year’s	work.		43	students	were	represented	in	
April	and	May	in	various	media.	

Ally	Ringsby,	Cody	Hill,	Parker	Watts,	Annie	Selby,	Luke	Thomas,	
Keatyn	Brandner,	Makayla	Young,	Kierra	Elliott,	Skylar	Boggs,	Ali	Pickering,	Alex	Berends,	
Adrienne	Hanson,	Victoria	Olson,	Will	Bunn,	Cedric	Ray,	Addy	Mohr,	Clariangyelis	Gonzalez,	
Rebekah	Strobl,	Bylie	Janssen,	Haley	Peyton,	William	Nady,	Madison	Geise,	Carson	Dodgen,	
Laurel	Osborn,	Kenzie	Fick,	Madison	Cook,	Aaliyah	Selby,	Kayley	Birkland,	Ella	Sirna,	John	
Martin,	Kale	Lande,	Alynn	Solberg,	Ellie	Thompson,	Julia	Oakland,	Elle	Arthur,	AnnaRose	Elliott,	
Neveaha	Wicke,	Capri	Cory,	Karly	Parker,	Faith	Springer,	Skyla	
Philipsen,	Amber	Taylor,	and	Caden	Thoreson.		

Adrienne	Hanson,	Kayley	Birkland,	and	Ellie	Thompson	all	
received	honorable	mention	in	the	show.	

As	always,	I	am	hoping	to	prepare	them	for	the	high	school	
level	and	excited	to	see	what	the	rest	of	the	year	brings.	
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High	School	Library	News	

Welcome	back	to	another	school	year!		I	am	excited	to	see	all	the	students	again!	We	
have	a	lot	going	on	in	the	library	and	lots	of	new	books	available.		Some	
highlights	for	this	new	year:	

• We	purchased	a	Padcaster	for	use	in	the	high	school.		We	are	excited	to	
see	the	exciting	multimedia	projects	that	students	will	be	able	to	
produce.	If	you	would	like	more	information	about	what	a	Padcaster	is,	
check	them	out	at	Padcaster.	

• We	have	the	new	2018-2019	Iowa	High	School	Award	and	Iowa	Teen	
Award	books	and	about	300	other	new	books	that	we	purchased	over	the	

summer.		Students	have	already	been	in	to	check	them	out.			

•New	to	the	library	this	year	is	the	CoverOne	book	repair	
system.	This	system	will	allow	us	to	repair	not	only	library	
books,	but	textbooks	as	well.			

•New	ebooks	and	audiobooks	have	been	added	to	
our	catalog.		We	partner	with	the	Heartland	AEA	to	
provide	these	resources.		Talk	to	us	if	you	need	a	

username	and	password	for	access.	
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Middle School Senior Citizens Dinner 

The Roland-Story Middle School is celebrating the 
holiday season with our Senior Citizens by serving a 

free meal and providing entertainment at 11:30 am on 
Thursday, December 20, at the Middle School in Roland. 

(Make up date is December 21) 

The Middle                                                                             
School Staff and Students look 
forward to sharing the holiday                                     
season with you! 

https://padcaster.com/pages/getting-started
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How the West Was Dun


Here’s a hilarious melodrama that spoofs many of Hollywood’s 
Westerns and has modern touches to boot.  Slick and wealthy 
Richard Coldheart (“Oh, that’s Rich!”) must marry Polly Wanda 
Cracker to control the Cracker property.  However, it’s Polly’s 
homely sister, Prunella, who wants to marry him!  Meanwhile, our 
hero, Sheriff Wayne John, has his hands full surviving the hilarious 
antics of well meaning but not too bright Deputy Doowrong.  
When a bundle of villains, including Snydley Dastardley, Kid Kid, 
and Calamity Jan, attempt to take over Low Humidity Chasm 
(Aren’t you sick and tired of melodramas taking place in Dry 
Gulch?), things really go crazy!  The audience will have to pay 
close attention to whether Schizophrenic Kid is wearing his white 
hat or his black hat to know whether to cheer or boo.  But 
Blacker Bart will leave no doubt in their minds, for he’s even 
meaner that Black Bart.  With a narrator to keep the characters 
onstage in line, this wild and wooly Western will bring down the 
house!


Performance dates are Friday, November 2nd and Saturday, 
November 3rd    

7:00pm the Roland-Story High School Auditorium  

Advanced Tickets for the fall play are for sale in the high school 
office.  

All tickets are $5.  
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DMACC Composition 
Students taking Composition 1 from Des Moines Area Community College will learn 
fundamentals of college writing by following a template format set forth by the popular text 
book They Say / I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein. They will also read selections 
from Thank You for Arguing by Jay Henrichs. Students will also read The Hate U Give by 
Angie Thomas, who will also be speaking to DMACC students in early November about her 
novel. A movie based on her novel will be released this fall, too. 

Language Arts 3 
Juniors in Language Arts 3 started the year by talking about what 
learning means and what it means to be a good learner. Students 
will read George Orwell’s Animal Farm and Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar. Students will also start reading Jostein Gaarder’s Sophie’s 
World, which is a story about a young girl who starts receiving 
mysterious letters outlining the history of western philosophy. That 
novel will be read throughout the entire school year, and Sophie’s 
World will also be used in junior World History as a secondary text to 
help students understand how the history of thought corresponds to 

major world events. 

Computer Science Discoveries 
Mr. Klett and Mr. Spittler attended a summer workshop to teach 
Code.org’s Computer Science Discoveries class, which is 
curriculum developed by Code.org to promote more computer 
science classes throughout the nation. Several students are taking 
Computer Science Discoveries as an independent study this year, 
and there is the hope to offer more computer science opportunities 
to students in the future. In the fall students explore the problem-
solving process, HTML and CSS for websites, and Javascript for game development. In the 
spring, students will look at app development and programming electronics. 

Extended Learning Program 
A purpose for students in the Extended Learning Program at Roland-Story High School is to 
become a lifelong learner and to provide opportunities to students. Students will continue to 
refine the personal education plan they started last year to identify their strengths, and the 
Extended Learning Program will continue to offer opportunities to all students at Roland-
Story High School. 
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The academic competition team, the Schol-R-S, will compete again at the Knowledge Bowl 
at DMACC in October, the Science Bowl at Iowa State in January, and in the Virtual Quiz 
Bowl sponsored by the ISU student quiz bowl team. The high school sent a mock trial team 
to regional competition last spring, and students are excited to compete again this year. 

Also happening this year will be the first ever TEDxYouth@RSHS event, 
currently planned for March of spring semester. This will be an 
independently organized TED event, which is a popular lecture series. 
The RSHS event will feature student presenters who will give short talks 
on what they are passionate about. Students will submit proposals this 
fall, and they will work with an adult mentor to develop their TEDx talk. 
Please contact Mr. Klett if you want more details or if you are interested in helping to 
organize the event. 

  

Freshmen	in	LAI	have	been	exploring	elements	of	short	fiction	stories,	and	have	just	begun	the	writing	
process	for	their	own	short	fiction	stories.	We	certainly	have	some	creative	students!		

Students	in	Humanities	just	finished	reading	Station	Eleven,	a	novel	about	a	post-apocalyptic	America,	
during	which	we	discussed	what	it	means	to	really	"survive".	
Which	parts	of	our	lives	do	we	value?	We	just	began	
watching	Casablanca,	in	order	to	prompt	a	discussion	of	what	
makes	pieces	of	culture	"classics".		

Communication	Principles	seniors	are	getting	more	
comfortable	giving	speeches	in	front	of	their	peers.	We've	
discussed	not	only	skills	it	takes	to	give	a	speech,	but	also	what	
it	means	to	be	a	polite,	attentive	audience	member.		

National	Honor	Society	is	well	underway	on	preparing	for	the	4th	annual	Haunted	High	School!	
Students	are	eager	to	try	some	new	things	this	year,	in	hopes	to	raise	even	more	money	to	donate	to	a	
charity	of	their	choosing.	
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Have	school	closings/delays	emailed	
directly	to	you.																																											
Sign	up	on	the																																					
Roland-Story	District																								
website	under	email															
notifications.
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Whenever you read a good book, somewhere in the world a door opens to allow in more light.

–Vera Nazarian

 Is anyone familiar with Amazon’s list of “100 Books to Read in a Lifetime.” 
https://www.amazon.com/l/ref=mh_rd_l?node=8192263011  
Many of the books listed are a part of our Roland-Story ELA curriculum, and that 
makes us very happy!  

	 Often times, a book “for school” is considered a drag to read. This is so far from 
reality! “Classic” novels are classic for a reason. The books we teach have characters 
that are realistic and conflicts that are still relevant.  Circumstances change, but 
people don’t. Reading classic literature shows us this universal truth time after time. 
For example, how many times do current Americans face racial injustice?  I’m sure 
Tom Robinson or Atticus Finch would be interested to know.  How often to modern 
adolescents question their purpose in life? If they read about Holden Caulfield, or 
even Hamlet, perhaps they will gain insight.  

	 I found an interesting quote from Joseph Addison. “Reading is to the mind what 
exercise is to the body.”  Encourage your student to build-up his or her brain by 
reading. Talk to your student about current reading assignments. Show your student 
that reading matters. Reading a novel or short story is not just about improving a 
G.P.A. Being a reader is about improving a life.  
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2018 Angel Tree 

If	you	would	like	to	be	a	part	of	the	program,	either	to	
give	or	receive,	please	contact	Alyssa	Loots	at:	
515-733-4386	or	515-290-9899	by	November	1st,	2018.	
Family	applications	are	available	in	the	elementary	and	
middle	school	offices.	Gift	lists	will	be	distributed	to	
donors	on	November	16th.		All	gifts	must	be	delivered	to	
Immanuel	Lutheran	Church	by	December	10th.	Gift	pick	
up	for	the	families	will	be	on	December	18th.	

https://www.amazon.com/l/ref=mh_rd_l?node=8192263011
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ROLAND-STORY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION

      AN INVITATION TO YOU - to become a partner in achieving today and planning for 
tomorrow.

Join your friends NOW and plan how you can support the Foundation.  The Foundation 
will continue to grow and achieve its goals with your support!

The Foundation is a corporation chartered by the State of Iowa and governed by a
            separate Board of Trustees.  The Foundation is ready to accept your tax-deductible

contribution today.

The Foundation will publish a list of contributors, unless you ask not to be included on 
the  list, who support the RSSF according to the categories listed below:

  $1-$99 Contributor;         $100-$249 Associate;
  $250-$499 Colleague;         $500-$999 Scholar;
    $1000 and up Norsemen

If you have questions, please contact the Foundation.  Questions should be addressed 
to  and checks made payable to:

Roland-Story School District Foundation (RSSF)
1009 Story Street

Story City, Iowa  50248
(515) 733-4301

*************************************************************************************************************
ROLAND-STORY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

NAME:              

ADDRESS:             

              

TELEPHONE:      CONTRIBUTION:     

              
   Signature Date
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The Roland-Story Newsletter 
is published five times per 
year:  at the end of each 

quarter and in July.  It is also 
available on our website at 

rolandstory.school. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

   No School on 

   November 9 - Non-Contract Day 

November 22-23 - Thanksgiving 

December 21 - January 2 - Break 
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